Official Publication of the Havana Silk Dog A ssociation of America

Winter 2018

The Official Publication of the
Havana Silk Dog Association of America
“At its height, between the second and 14th centuries, the Silk Road was a
vast network of trade routes that connected China to the Mediterranean.
For centuries ideas, objects, and people traveled along the Silk Road, making it
one of the most fluid and broad arenas of exchange the world has ever known,
as well as a major conduit of culture and civilization.”

The Board of the HSDAA shall be
comprised of the officers elected
for a two (2) year term and five (5)
other persons, all of whom shall be
members in good standing and all
of whom shall be elected for four
(4) year terms.
The at large Directors shall serve
staggered terms, with two (2) of
the directors positions selected in
the bi-annual election. Three (3) at
large Directors will be selected in
the following bi-annual election.
General management of the Club’s
affairs shall be entrusted to the
Board of Directors. The Board of
Directors may conduct its business
by mail, email, FAX or conference
call. (Article IV. Section I)

O F F I C E RS
President

Mary O’Day
Vice President

Dionne Franklin
Recording Secretary

Gloria Sharrar
Corresponding Secretary

Renee Kuharski
Treasurer

Sharon Martin
Breed Recognition Liaison

Helen Conticchio
Directors at large

Susan Cunningham Ferguson
Frank Conticchio
Suzanne LaCosse
Barb Theisen
Deb Ezzell
HSDAA reserves the right to edit the articles
printed in the Silk Road. Furthermore, the
opinions stated in the Silk Road, either
expressed or implied, do not necessarily
reflect those of the Havana Silk Dog
Association of America.
©2018 Havana Silk Dog Association
of America

2

is the official publication of the Havana Silk Dog Association of America.
The Silk Road is mailed out to all paid members, and for now is published three times
per year. The articles printed in this magazine are to inform those interested in Havana
Silk Dogs and to provide information to all members regarding club business.
Manuscripts and advertising are welcomed and will be printed and edited at the
direction of the Editor, acting on behalf of the HSDAA. Neither the Editor nor the
HSDAA is responsible for the contents of any advertisements or manuscripts, nor for
any claims made therein. All rights reserved. This magazine may not be reproduced in
whole, or part, without the written permission from the Editor.
Editor Colleen C. Eagle (colleen.eagle@gmail.com)
Editor Emeritus Barb Theisen (Barb@KailaniSilks.com)
Publisher/Copy Editor Dionne Franklin (ddf2103@gmail.com)
Designer Serelda Elliot (serelda.elliot@gmail.com)
Medical Editor Erin Mayfield (mayfield.erin9@gmail.com)
Veterinary Consultant Steve Escobar, DVM (Springfield Veterinary Center,
Glen Allen, VA)
Proofreader Maikwe Parsons (parsons702@gmail.com)
Change of address should be sent to Gloria Sharrar at nana4gks@yahoo.com
Manuscript and Advertisement
Advertising Prices—
Deadlines
Color Ads
March 1 (Spring/Summer Issue)
Front Cover
$160
July 1 (Summer/Fall Issue)
Back Cover
$140
October 31 (Winter/Holiday Issue)
Full page
$105
Half page
$65
Quarter page
$25
Annual Advertising Subscription Rates
• Full page ad—$275 per year (a savings of $40 over three issues)
• Half page ad—$175 per year (a savings of $20 over three issues)
• Quarter page ad—$60 per year (a savings of $15 over three issues)
Ad Copy
You can choose to use the same ad for all three issues or submit a different ad for
one or every issue. Help support our beautiful breed magazine by committing to
an annual ad in the Silk Road. If you need help creating your ad, contact Designer
Serelda Elliot.
Ad Payments
Payments can be mailed to Sharon Martin, PO Box 246, Loris, SC 29569. For online
payment, go to www.paypal.com and choose hsdaatreasurer@gmail.com as the
payment recipient. Please specify in the comment box what you’re sending the
money for. Please pay promptly.
Thank you, Editor

Advertisers This Issue
DeLanzo
Eagle
Ezzell
Feiner
Ferguson
Franklin
Gunter

10
5
17
9
11
39
21

Kasner
Kellas
Kuharski
LaCosse
Lanigan
Martin
Michels

26, 43
6
4
35
9
18
21

Mulligan
O’Day
Spence
Theisen
Wittenberg

9
8, 27, 68
7
19
42

Inside

Treasurer’s Report
Havana Silk Dog Association of America
Profit & Loss Statement
January 1 through October 22, 2018
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Catalog Ads
Donations
Interest Income
Membership Dues
Merchandise
Miscellaneous Revenues
Registration Fees
Show Entries
Show Event Functions
Silk Road Ads
Total Income
Expense
Bank Service Charges
Business Licenses and Permits
Insurance Expense
Miscellaneous Expenses
Office Expenses
Postage and Delivery
Printing
Professional Fees
Show Event Expenses
Silk Road Preparation
Silk Road Purchase
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

231.79
1,701.65
0.03
4,550.31
216.27
10.97
178.10
1,567.38
1,077.97
1,149.94
$10,684.41
0.00
25.00
741.31
123.95
154.92
1,288.70
1,554.69
600.00
2,160.94
3,000.00
1,188.33
$10,837.84
–153.43
$–153.43

Net Income

Correction: In the Treasurer’s Report published in the Summer
2018 Silk Road, a line item listing “Show Entries” was erroneously
included under Income. We regret the error.
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We are so honored to have our very special
girl, DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s Tyburn
Woods Ms. G (Genny), to be chosen as the
National Specialty BISS winner this year
out of a stunning lineup of dogs. Genny
continues to amaze us with her show
career but is most of all our treasured and
loyal companion. Mary O’Day and Peter
Kalis revere this little girl who has made
their lives ever more special by her presence.
CompBGCH Kailani’s Mountain Mist
(Misty) is owned and loved by Cindy and
Steve Lanigan. When not at a show, Misty
loves to run around in the back yard with
her brother Stormy and go on golf cart and
boat rides. She is a happy girl that brings us
a lot of joy.
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HSDAA Secretary’s Report
Minutes of the HSDAA Annual Membership Meeting
November 2, 2018
Editor’s note: The following minutes have been approved
by the HSDAA Board of Directors, and in compliance with
Virginia State Corporation law, may not be modified without
subsequent review and approval by the approving Board.
Accordingly, they are being printed “as-is.”
The Annual Membership Meeting of the HSDAA was held
on Friday, November 2, 2018, at the Wyndham Oceanfront
Hotel in Virginia Beach, with the President, Mary O’Day,
and Recording Secretary, Gloria Sharrar, in attendance. The
meeting was called to order by the President at 7:08 p.m.
A roll call was taken by the Secretary and it was determined
that a quorum of Regular members (19) was present for the
meeting.
Minutes of the 2017 Annual Membership Meeting
Mary O’Day moved to dispense with the reading of the
minutes and approve them as published in the Silk Road.
The motion was adopted.
Report of the President
Mary O’Day, the President, started off her remarks with
describing a key issue facing the Club, which is a reduction
in our bank account due primarily because of increasing

costs for Silk Road production and decreasing revenue from
membership dues. The shortfall in revenue has resulted in
membership dues covering only 2 issues of the Silk Road
and no other expenses.
The board asked for member feedback and email responses
were directed to Mary, as follows: Go to two issues (6); Raise
dues and go to two issues (8); Raise dues (8). Majority of
people who answered questions wanted to reduce the Silk
Road to 2 issues; 14 of 22 who responded wanted to go to
2 issues. A majority also wanted to raise dues (16 of 22).
Mary offered to read responses verbatim. Instead, there was
a discussion on the merit of raising dues for the first time
since the inception of the club, and there was favorable
support for doing so. Frank Conticchio proceeded to make a
motion to raise dues to $50 single, and $55 household. The
motion was amended to $50 single and $60 household. The
amended motion was passed, and the dues increase of $50
single and $60 household will be effective for the membership year 2019.
Report of Recording Secretary
Gloria Sharrar reported that during 2018, the Recording
Secretary completed actions as directed by the Board as
follows:
1. Notified all members of the 2018 Annual Membership
Meeting via emails on October 3 and October 9, 2018.

With joy in our hearts, and snow on our noses,
Seasons Greetings from Annie, Fisher, and Ziggy
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2. The secretary and secretary pro tem attended and took
minutes at all board meetings. Approved minutes were
either published in the Silk Road and/or uploaded to the
HSDAA website.
Report of Treasurer
Sharon Martin distributed the Treasurer’s Annual Report,
and a summary will be published in the Winter 2019 Silk
Road. Sharon invited questions from the members in attendance. Questions were asked about Silk Road costs and
about donations. In general, the attendees discussed our increasing costs and ways to combat them. The Publisher of
the Silk Road, Dionne Franklin, explained the costs of producing the Silk Road. If anyone is interested in more details
as covered during the discussion, please contact Sharon at
doggy.mom007@gmail.com.

Reports from Committees
Breed Recognition Committee:
Helen Conticchio, the Chair, reported that we still have three
venues in which to show our Havana Silk Dogs. They are our
Havana Silk Dog Shows, ICE (International Canine Events)
Shows, and ICKC (International Canine Kennel Club)
Shows.
A lot of our members have expressed how much they enjoyed the ICE shows and how professionally they are run.
Not to mention that our Havana Silk Dogs have done
extremely well & done a lot of winning & are getting a lot
of exposure at their shows.

Precioso Hopi Jaxon At Granite Dells “Hopi” and
his proud owners, Colleen and David Eagle,
congratulate JrCH Kailani’s Que Sera Sera “Charlotte”
and Kailani’s Mountain Flower Girl “Moki” on a
successful National Specialty. Hopi hopes to “see”
his beautiful daughters at the shows in 2019!

The Breed Recognition Committee has lost committee
members over the years. Right now it consists of myself &
Gloria Sharrar.
Anyone who has questions or feels that they can help with
ideas and help spread the awareness of our great breed or
who would like to be a part of this committee, please feel
free to email me (Helen Conticchio) at dogpack@suddenlink.net Any and all ideas are welcome. Helen would love to
hear them.
Companion Committee
Suzanne LaCosse, the Chair for the Companion Committee,
asks for suggestions of activities that our Companion Dog
families would like to see happening at our shows.
Evaluators Committee
Helen Conticchio, the Chair, reported that in 2018 only four
evaluations have been requested. They will be done at this
year’s Nationals.
Evaluations are necessary for any Havana Silk, male or female, that has been registered with the HSDA as Provisional
Certified, and the owner is planning on breeding them in the
future.
Evaluations serve a very important purpose. Your dog’s
evaluation will tell you where your dog needs improvement.
I can’t stress enough how important I feel it is to compare
your dog’s evaluation to the male or female you are interested in breeding too. You want to make sure that they do
not both have the same weak points, as the purpose is to
improve on those areas.
Past Evaluations Done (Interesting)
2014– Males 5
Females 8
2015– Males 0
Females 3
2016– Males 5
Females 6
2017– Males 3
Females 5
Health Committee
Suzanne Lacosse, the Chair, reported that more than 30
CERF tests were to be done t the National. She asked our
members to please complete the Health Form for any of our
dogs who are diagnosed with a health issue or that pass
away. Once the form is completed, please send it to Suzanne
at suzannenbob@aol.com.
Membership Committee
Debbie Ezzell, the Chair, reported that the club has 240
active HSDAA members. The membership consists of 50
regular voting members, 198 associate members, and
2 honorary members.
Associate members who have been members for at least two
years are eligible for membership upgrade to a regular voting
member. Active members who are interested in upgrading
their membership may contact the Recording Secretary,
Gloria Sharrar, to request an application for the upgrade
along with two sponsor forms. Sponsors must be regular
voting members. If there are questions about upgrading a
membership you may contact Debbie for more information
at debezzell@cox.net.
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Performance Events Committee
Barb Theisen, the Chair, reported the following:
The Performance Committee is currently looking into recognizing K9 Nose Work titles earned by Havana Silk Dogs who
compete as Havana Silk Dogs. This would be the same as
how we recognize titles in agility and rally. In other words,
we would NOT recognize titles earned while a dog is
competing in AKC as a “mixed breed.” Our next step is to
recommend this to the HSDAA Board for approval.
I recently contacted The National Association of Canine
Scent Work (NACSW™), the official sanctioning and organizing body for the sport of K9 Nose Work. I’ve asked them to
add our breed to their database. There is a Havana Silk Dog
who has titled with NACSW competing as “Other: Havana
Silk Dog.” I feel we should recognize this title, but I’d still
like to see NACSW add “Havana Silk Dog” to their database.
Nose Work is a canine sport created to mimic professional
detection dog tasks. It’ a fun search and scenting activity
for virtually all dogs and people. This easy to learn activity
and sport builds confidence and focus in many dogs, and
provides a safe way to keep dogs fit and healthy through
mental and physical exercise. One dog and one handler form
a team. The dogs must find a hidden target odor, often ignoring distractors, and alert the handler. After the dog finds
the odor they are rewarded with food or a toy. It is a fastgrowing canine sport that our Havana Silk Dogs can excel at.
HSDAA Member Pauline Michels wrote a wonderful article
about K9 Nose Work that was published in the Winter 2017

Silk Road magazine.
We think this will be a great addition to our Performance
Events!
This past year we also received HSDAA Board approval to
recognize rally titles our Havana Silk Dogs earn while competing at ICE shows in their RALLYE events.
At this year’s National Specialty, Performance Committee
Member Cathy Foldesi, along with HSDAA Member Marilyn
Spence, is hosting a Rally Demonstration and Trials so our
members can see how Rally works.
Publications Committee
Colleen Eagle, the editor of the Silk Road, thanked several
members for their contributions to the Silk Road and encouraged members to submit material for the Silk Road
along with ads.
Registration Committee
Debbie Ezzell, the Registrar and the Chair, reported that the
HSDAA Registry currently has 1571 dogs registered. Since
the 2017 National Specialty, we have registered 10 litters of
puppies totaling 33 puppies. We also added a new registration category of Companion Pending. This category allows a
dog that is out of two registered Havana Silk Dogs, one certified and one uncertified, to be registered as a Havana Silk
Dog companion dog. Companion pending dogs may never
be upgraded to certified status. We added one companion
pending dog to our registry in 2018 for a total of 34 dogs
added to the registry in the last year.

Wishing you a Faireweather Holiday
and a Happy New Year
From Gretchen and Ria

Looking forward to
puppies in 2019!
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Show Events Committee
Mary O’Day, Chair, reported the following:
1. We had 3 shows this year, 2 with ICE and our National
Specialty. We had a show scheduled with ICE in Michigan, but we canceled it for lack of attendance.
2. Our contract with the Wyndham expires at the end of
this year. We have had our National Specialty here now
for 11 years.
3. The Show Committee is working on the schedule for
next year.
4. A survey was put out to the members on Survey Monkey.
Summary of responses:
a. 47 responses
b. 80% have attended a show
c. People that own both Companions (60%) and
Certified (56%) Dogs answered the survey. 5% were
unsure. Some people owned both.
d. We asked preferences for National and Regional
Specialties.
e. 80% said that shows closer to their home would
motivate them to attend a show.
f. We asked respondents to rank from 1 to 8 various
locations for a National Specialty. Survey monkey
computes the results. Number 1 location was Richmond, number 2 was Florida and number 3 was
Atlanta, number 4 was Virginia Beach and number 5
was a tie between Raleigh Durham and Chicago.

g. We asked the same for a regional specialty and number
1 was Florida, number 2 was Atlanta, number 3 was
Richmond, number 4 was Chicago and number 5 was
Virginia Beach.
h. However, the survey was answered by a lot of members
that have not been attending shows and are probably
not going to attend a show in the future. Renee’s figures
as to actual entries do not support Florida as the most
popular location for a regional Specialty. show.
5. There was a discussion on where members wanted to
hold the National Specialty in the future and there was a
strong consensus to remain in Virginia Beach at the
Wyndham. Members felt the rates and deal would not be
able to be obtained elsewhere.
6. There also was a discussion on whether members like
having our shows with ICE and there was very positive
feedback on continuing to do so.
Show Records & HSDAA Championships
Renee Kuharski, the Chair, presented a show report with annual data going back to the first Havana Silk Dog Show in
Virginia Beach, October 26 & 27, 2007. The following data
are an excerpt of show entries from 2017 through May 2018.
2018:
Lakeland FL- (ICE): March 17 & 18
8 Certified
Colorado - (ICE): May 19 & 20
5 Companions
11 Certified

May your holiday be one
to treasure.
Merry Christmas from
Treasure Isle Silks
Chewy, Misty, Oliver,
Marilyn & Donald Spence
www.treaureislesilks.com
#island_silks
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HSDAA Dues to Increase in 2019
For the first time since the HSDAA's inception, membership dues are being
increased to offset the rising costs of maintaining our Club. This increase was
approved at the 2018 Annual Membership Meeting, and a write-up of this
discussion is included in the minutes. The dues will increase from $30 to $50
for individuals, and from $35 to $60 for households. I hope you will join me in
continuing to support the HSDAA and our wonderful breed through your
membership.
Thank you, Dionne Franklin, HSDAA Vice-President

2017:
Lakeland FL - (ICE): April 8 & 9
12 Certified Dogs
Chicago: May 6 & 7
9 Companions
15 Certified Dogs
Richmond: June 10 & 11
3 Companions
24 Certified
4 Rising Stars
Colorado: Sept. 30 & Oct. 1
5 Companions
7 Certified
Virginia Beach Regional: October 27
7 Companions
22 Certified
2 Rising Stars
National Specialty: October 28 & 29
7 Companions,
23 Certified
2 Rising Stars

1 Stud Dog 1 Brood Bitch
3 Bred By
1 Generations
2 Brace
1 Comp Puppy Sweeps
2 Cert Puppy Sweep
2 Comp Veteran Sweeps
3 Cert Veteran Sweeps
Grand Champions Summary
Companion Champions: 3
Companion Grand Champions: 4
Certified Jr. Champions: 3
Certified Champions: 4
Certified Grand Champions: 3
Technology Committee
Les Foldesi, the Chair, reported on his annual maintenance
of content for the current HSDAA website, as provided by
the club president, the recording secretary, and committee
chairs. He announced that efforts are in process to obtain a
new website host and to migrate content from the current
website. Gloria Sharrar is providing technical design support
for end-user infrastructure with a new website host, and Les
will advance the delivery of accessible content.
Suzanne LaCosse moved to adjourn, motion passed. The
meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Gloria K. Sharrar, Recording Secretary

Happy Holidays from the Silks At Tyburn Woods
and Best Wishes for the New Year!

Mary O’Day, Peter Kalis, and from left to right, Sidney, Mimi, Genny, and Pippa!
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Seasons Greetings from Hunter and his
human family, Janet and Gerry Mulligan

Wishing you
Happy Holidays
and a
Wonderful
New Year!

Cindy and Steve Lanigan

What are you wishing for this holiday season?
I'm wishing you unlimited joy and infinite fun
in the new year and puppies for me!
BellaLuz Havana Silk Dogs
Marge Feiner • 434-263-6452
margefeiner@gmail.com
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New Awards
CHAMPIONS

JUNIOR CHAMPIONS

CH Elfin Pearl’s
Favorite Dancer
Owner: Lori Kasner

CH Revolution Cry
For Wounded Knee
Owner: Dionne Franklin

COMPANION CHAMPIONS

CompCH Dade Oliver
Owners: Marilyn Spence and
Sheena Snyder

CompCH Dade Ezekiel
Champion of Cedarleaf
Owners: Deidre and Tom Cauble

Your HSDAA membership renewal is in the
mail! If you did not
receive yours, please
email Deb Ezzell at
debezzell@cox.net



New this year, HSDAA Sponsorships! For
dedicated Silk Fanciers who would like to
extend their philanthropy to include the
breed they love. Support levels will range
from $25–$500, and you’ll receive fun
Silk-themed gifts. Information can be
found on the back of your renewal form.
Become a Charter Sponsor in 2019!
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CH Revolution
Trail of Tears
Owner: Dionne Franklin

JrCH Dade Revolution
Heart Of A Rebel
Owner: Dionne Franklin

COMPANION
JUNIOR CHAMPION

CompJrCH Kailani Moon Dog
Sail the Seven Seas
Owners: Ruth and John Martin

JrCH Dade Away To
San Carlos
Owner: Deborah Ezzell

Tom and Pat DeLanzo and
BellaLuz Wearing Armani “Gere”
(Concordia Top Gun x CH Tyburn
Woods BellaLuz Miss AdoraBelle)
would like to wish everyone a
Holiday Season full of love and joy.

Season’s Greetings from
Zigfield Havana Silks

GCH Precioso
Elfin Beanie Baby
(Patty)

CH Zigfield’s
Enrique De
Havana (Henry)

Zigfield’s Talk of
the Town Toula
(Toula)

Susan Ferguson • cunn4409@provide.net
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A

s we wrap up our 2018 National Specialty
and the 11th year of the existence of the Havana
Silk Dog Association of America “HSDAA,” I
reflect on how I became enamored with this very special
and charming breed and my involvement in this Club. I
began my involvement with this breed in 2008, less than
a year after this Club was founded. When I realized that,
I was astonished as it seemed to me at that time as though
the breed had been around for a much longer time. Heck,
the dogs were for the most part very “typey,”and the
owners and breeders seemed so knowledgeable. As I came
to understand the history of the Havana Silk Dog and its
emergence from the Havanese, I began to realize that the
breed had indeed been around for much longer, but the
Club was relatively newly founded.
I want to pause here to pay tribute to our remaining
charter members who originally conceived the Havana
Silk Dog and this Club, including Kay Rodgers, Helen and
Frank Conticchio, and Mary Jane Watkins as well as those
who are no longer with us, including Joanne Baldwin. I
would be remiss, however, if I did not mention those
members who were instrumental in the founding of this
breed and have contributed greatly to the breed and Club
over the years but were not designated as charter
members. They were there from the beginning and remain
active, and include Serelda Elliot, Suzanne LaCosse, Marge
Feiner, Mary and Lyle Cisney, Sharon Martin, Susan
Ferguson, Debbie Ezzell, Cathy and Les Foldesi, Jen
Haugland, and Dionne Franklin.
In September 2008, my family lost our second-to-last
Newfoundland, Oliver, at 12 years of age, and still had
13-year-old Emma. My husband and I had just bought a
condo in Naples, which we were finishing out, and we
expected to be traveling to and from Pittsburgh for part
of each year. We did not think Emma would be with us
forever, so I began researching a more portable breed but
with the heart and soul of our beloved Newfoundlands.
Like many of us, after much research I found the
Havanese, which led me to the much better Havana Silk
Dog. I was looking for a show dog, as our Newfoundlands were show dogs as well, although I had not shown
them myself. But with both our kids now away at college,
I knew I would have more time for things like dog shows.
I met with one breeder in 2008 but was not yet ready.
Emma passed away in February 2009, and I began even
more vigilantly watching the Finding Your Puppy section
of the HSDAA website. In April 2009 we brought our
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first Silk, Sidney, home, and in
August 2010 we were blessed
with a second Silk, Genny. And
as they say, the rest is history!
I have gone on to breed three
litters of Silk puppies, import
three foreign dogs as Silks, and
have added another Silk, Mimi,
to our family. I hope to breed
Mimi in 2019.
As far as the Club goes, I joined the Health Committee in 2010 and began serving as its chair in 2011. In June
2012 I was asked to serve on the board of directors and
have had the pleasure of serving as its president since
January 2014. It blows my mind that I am the fourth and
longest-serving president of this Club. I feel very blessed
to have found this breed and the wonderful people who
make up this Club. I never aspired to be involved in Club
leadership, but what motivates me, as I believe is the case
for all of those involved in our Club, is to ensure the
continued existence of this very special breed. We all
must do everything we can to help propel this breed into
the future. This does not mean we need to grow exponentially, but instead with forethought and care so that
every puppy we produce has the very best chance of
thriving in its new home, and hopefully, that the best of
the best go to breeding homes.
So I ask all of you, who I know love and care about the
continued existence of this breed as much as I do, to think
about what you have to offer this Club. We need people
to serve on committees, whether you are a voting or nonvoting member. We need people to help at shows. Heck,
we need people to come to shows! If you want to become
more involved, please contact me or any member of our
board or a committee chair. I know once you do, you will
find a warm and welcoming group of people who love
and care about this breed as much as you do. Finally, if
you have been a member of this Club for at least 2 years,
own a Havana Silk Dog, have a sincere interest in
bettering the breed, and subscribe to the objectives of the
Club, please consider applying to become a voting
member. Voting members vote in Club elections, vote on
amendments to revise our constitution and bylaws, and
vote on changes to our breed standard. This is the crux of
our Club and breed, so if you want to be a part of its
future, please consider becoming a voting member.
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes to all in 2019!

COURTESY SUZANNE LACOSSE

From Mary M. O’Day, HSDAA President

From the Editor
‘Tis the Season of
Gorgeous Silks

L

ike many of you, I live with and love a
Havanese, whose health issues led me to my Silk,
now 4 years old and my true “heart” dog. But even
today, my friends on social media include a lot of active
Havanese breeders and dog show people. Earlier this year
I was aghast to read about some truly repugnant behavior in an AKC show ring, where a handler threatened in
advance to kick someone else’s dog if it crowded his dog.
I suppose nasty attitudes and actions can be seen in any
situation where competitive people vie for a prize, but
reading this made me thankful all over again for the
friendly and supportive nature of our HSDAA shows.
For a knowledgeable perspective on the difference in
showing AKC and HSDAA, read Dionne Franklin’s
article in this issue. And also don’t miss her fascinating
history of the National and how it has evolved since the
first one in 2008.
Much of this issue features our National Specialty, and
I have to agree with Barb Theisen (she wrote a superb
story covering all of the activities), that this was an
especially nice show, with old and new friends, a full and
interesting schedule, and above all, gorgeous dogs. One
new friend I was pleased to meet was Susan Gunter and
the charming Charlotte, one of Hopi’s two daughters at
the National (the other was Barb’s puppy, Moki). You can
read all about Charlotte’s first exciting year as both a
performer and a show dog in this issue.
Wherever dogs gather there is the possibility of infectious disease, which is why this issue also includes Erin
Mayfield’s thoughtful review of an important guide on
preventing infectious disease at dog events, as well as her
in-depth article on brucellosis. Many of us have our dogs
tested for this disease without really knowing why—this
article provides new insight on why this is important and
how to avoid brucellosis in our breeding dogs.
But our Silks do far more than shine in the show ring,
and most of our readers have companion dogs, not ones
used for breeding. That’s as it should be. And it’s why
you’ll also find entertaining stories and updates about
several of our companions in this issue, like Lola’s ongoing success in nose work, funny little diva Morgan, and
Pip, a dog for all seasons.
Soon you’ll be receiving your HSDAA membership
renewal form in the mail. At the Annual Meeting, board

member Suzanne LaCosse was especially eloquent as she
listed all of the reasons to support the HSDAA through
your membership. As Suzanne wrote recently,
“If you love your precious Havana Silk, you need to
commit to making sure they will continue to be with
us. The HSDAA needs us all to support it with our
actions and finances. If we fail to support the
HSDAA, we will see the day when there are no more
Havana Silks being bred. Then, when we have to see
our precious Silks cross over the Rainbow Bridge,
we will be unable to adopt another Silk to fill that
terrible hole in our heart.”
So why should someone who never intends to show
his or her Silk continue to belong to the HSDAA? One of
the more visible benefits is receiving the Silk Road three
times a year, but the committee work that goes on behind
the scenes is equally valuable. Please be sure to read the
minutes from the Annual Meeting to learn more about
what our organization does. HSDAA efforts important to
all of us include health testing, data collection, conformation evaluations, and many other actions critical to
our breed’s success. Breed recognition is another key
component, not only to grow our breed, but also so that
our Silks can receive titles in agility, rally, and other dog
sports. Perhaps most important of all, the HSDAA maintains our breed registry, which is vital to the continuation
of the Havana Silk Dog as a unique breed. Your support
of the HSDAA not only keeps you in the know with pictures and stories of our wonderful Silk Dogs, but it also
funds all of the activities that support our breed. I hope
you will join me in promptly renewing your membership!
All of us on the Silk Road team are grateful for the
support for the Silk Road as evidenced by the many
wonderful holiday greetings placed by our members. I
know you will enjoy them as much as we did, graced with
stunning and festive photos of our gorgeous Silks.
—Colleen Eagle
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Honoring Our Grand Champions
by Renee Kuharski

E

ach year at our National Specialty we
recognize and honor our new Grand Champions
as well as Grand Champions who have reached a
new level during the past year. New Grand Champions
are presented with a lovely personalized plaque indicating the year they achieved this level, and when they reach
the next level they receive a bar that has the level and year
to add to their plaque. This is the highest honor our dogs
can receive in the conformation ring so we salute these
Grand Champions!
All dogs can begin earning Grand Champion points
from 6 months of age and up. Grand Champion points
are earned by winning Best in Specialty Show (10 points),
Reserve Best in Specialty Show (8 points), Best of Breed (5
points), Best of Opposite Sex (4 points), and an Award of
Merit (3 points). There are bonus points depending on
the number of awards given. Our dogs can earn Grand
Champion points in both the certified and companion
rings. For the certified ring there must be eight dogs present for Grand Champion points to be awarded, and in the
companion ring there must be four dogs present. Once a
dog earns 50 Grand Champion points and is already a
Champion, it is eligible to become a Grand Champion.
There are six levels of Grand Champions based upon
the number of points earned by a dog:
Grand Champion
50 points
Bronze GCH
100 points
Silver GCH
150 points
Gold GCH
200 points
Platinum GCH
250 points
Diamond GCH
300 points
For more information on Grand Championships,
how your dog earns these points, and how to track the
points over time, see the Spring 2017 Silk Road (How a
Grand Championship is Earned, page 8).
At the 2018 National Specialty we honored three new
Companion Grand Champions and two new Certified
Grand Champions during the award ceremony. We also
honored Starborn’s Conchita en la Playa (Conchita), a
companion dog, and GCH Elfin Harlow’s Eternal Love
(Rulei), a certified dog. Both Conchita and Rulei earned
their Grand Championships at the 2017 National

Specialty, and their bios were included in the Winter
2017 Silk Road.
The following dogs earned their Certified Grand
Championships at the National Specialty in November
2018, GCH Kailani Treasure of Molasses Reef (Ziggy) and
GCH Dade Misty Inis Treasure Isle (Misty). CompGCH
Black Birch Jivin’ to the Beat Roberto (Roberto) earned
his Grand Championship, and Companion BGCH
Kailani’s Mountain Mist (Misty) earned her Bronze GCH.
New Companion Grand Champions

CompGCH Black Birch Jivin’ to the Beat Roberto
(Roberto) was born March 27, 2009. He was bred by Edna
and Bob Black, and is owned by Gloria and Dave Sharrar.
Roberto’s sire is DGCH Bydand In the Mood At Concordia and his dam is CH Black Birch Sally Forth. Roberto’s
first show (and Gloria’s first time showing) was the 2009
National Specialty. Roberto was adopted to be an at-home
companion to the Sharrars’ first Silk, 1-year-old Bailey. The
two boys got along well from the beginning, and Roberto
happily welcomed fellow Silks Al, Marco, and Argo.
Roberto enjoys people of all ages and other dogs regardless
of the breed. He earned his JrCH and CH titles early on,
and has always been competitive in the ring and friendly
outside the ring, wagging his tail and lovingly curious. He
has also been easy to train, and has achieved obedience trial
and rally titles in addition to his conformation wins.
Roberto has 1 BISS, 5 BOBs, 2 BOSs, and 3 AOMs.

The next issue of the Silk Road will focus on canine nutrition. This is a broad field, and we can't cover it
all, so we welcome your ideas for specific topics as well as any personal experiences you'd like to share.
Please email the editor with suggestions at colleen.eagle@gmail.com.
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New Companion Bronze Grand Champion

CompGCH Kailani’s Gypsy Songman (Busker) was
born July 2, 2012. He was bred by Barb and Tom Theisen
and is owned and loved by Kate Theisen and David
Schoepfle. Busker’s sire is GCH Caribbean Dreambeat of
Kailani, and his dam is CH Starborn’s Diamond in Sky of
Kailani. Busker loves the outdoors and can never find
enough smells to smell. His favorite activities are going
to work with dad, mountain biking, and wrestling with
his cat. Busker has 2 BISSs, 3 BOBs, 7 BOSs, and 4 AOMs.

CompBGCH Kailani’s Mountain Mist (Misty) was born
April 17, 2016. She was bred by Barb and Tom Theisen
and is owned by Cindy and Steve Lanigan. Misty’s sire is
BGCH Hurricane Ridge’s Lorenzo Tesoro Mio, and her
dam is CH Kailani’s Hula Girl at Heart. Misty is a funloving girl and always enters the ring with her bouncy
walk. Misty is a beautiful cream color that is getting
darker as she ages. The Lanigans love her sweet, relaxed
personality and her playfulness. Misty is the youngest
companion dog to have achieved enough points for her
Grand Championship, accomplishing this at 18 months
old before she was old enough to be awarded her Championship. She completed her Grand Championship at
the Loveland ICE show soon after she turned 2. At the
2018 National Specialty Misty earned her Bronze Grand
Championship. Misty has 5 BISSs, 5 BOBs, 3 BOSs, and
4 AOMs.
New Certified Grand Champions

CompGCH Kailani Mountain Storm (Stormy) was
born April 17, 2016. He was bred by Barb and Tom
Theisen and is owned by Cindy and Steve Lanigan.
Stormy’s sire is BGCH Hurricane Ridge’s Lorenzo Tesoro
Mio, and his dam is CH Kailani’s Hula Girl at Heart.
Stormy is a sweet boy who likes to snuggle and run outside. Stormy is shy in the ring, but his reserved nature
and eagerness to please serve him well. The Lanigans love
his ability to go from a snuggle to a wild run in a second,
and his love of endless games of fetch. Stormy has 1 BOB,
4 BOSs, and 6 AOMs.

GCH By The Bay Chewbacca @ Treasure Isle (Chewy)
was born May 24, 2015. He was bred by Jill and Douglas
Brown and is owned by Marilyn and Donald Spence.
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Chewy’s sire is CH La Vista Taking It To The Max, and
his dam is By The Bay Temperance. Chewy started as a
companion dog and was later approved to be converted
to a provisional/certified dog when Marilyn decided to
take showing seriously and support the mission of this
breed. He is now fully certified. Chewy loves to be in the
show ring and has never met a stranger. His favorite
things to do are chasing his Great Dane sister around the
yard and hanging out with family. He also likes to go
paddleboarding if it is not too hot outside. He is a very
athletic boy. Agility may be next on his agenda. Chewy
has 6 BOBs, 5 BOSs, and 2 AOMs.

GCH El Seda Perros Flor Jade de Maria (Ria) was born
January 3, 2015. She was bred by Sandi and Harlee
Patrick and is proudly owned and loved by Gretchen
Kellas. Ria’s sire is BGCH Tyburn Woods I Get Ideas @
Concordia, and her dam is CH El Seda Perros Georgy
Girl. At 14 weeks, the first command she learned was
“Quiet,” and her favorite trick is a backspin. She is very
outgoing, has never met a stranger, and has a very curious nature. She has to have her nose in everything!
Gretchen said her grandmother would have called her a
“nebshit!” There is not a day goes by that her enthusiasm for life doesn’t put a smile on Gretchen’s face. Ria
has 1 BISS, 3 BOBs, 1 BOS, and 2 AOMs, and was an ICE
show Toy Breed Reserve BIS in Spring 2018.
Letter to the Editor: Wendy Satin Article
Editor’s note: The following is in response to the article,
What’s New With Satins? (Summer 2018), that noted that
the Satin Silk, Wendy, went to live with Cathy and Les
Foldesi and was later rehomed.
I just wanted to mention that Doc [Baldwin] had asked Les
and I to foster Wendy for HSDAA. We were just helping with
her till she grew up. Cindy [Calhoun] is my best friend and
visits us a lot. She fell in love with Wendy and when it was
decided Wendy would not be bred I asked Doc if she could
live with Cindy as her forever home.
Love, hugs, and joy, Cathy Foldesi, July 30, 2018
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GCH Kailani Treasure
of Molasses Reef (Ziggy)
was born January 23,
2014. He was bred by
Barb and Tom Theisen
and is owned and loved
by Renee Kuharski and
Barb Theisen. Ziggy’s sire
is GCH Caribbean
Dreambeat of Kailani,
and his dam is CH
Starborn’s Diamond in
Sky of Kailani. Ziggy is a
gentle soul who loves his
sister Annie and brother Fisher. Snow is probably is favorite
thing; he loves to run, sniff, and zoom in it. He is very
curious and checks out everything cautiously first and then
goes for it. Ziggy is a cuddler and loves to get a nice long
massage from “mom,” and he loved his massage at the
National Specialty! He enjoys agility and has been in a
couple of competitions and hopes to be able to continue
that activity in the summer. Ziggy has 1 BOB, 9 BOSs, and
2 AOMs.

GCH Dade Misty Inis Treasure Isle (Misty). Misty was
born May 15, 2016. Her sire is CH Tyburn Woods
Precioso’s Juan Pequeno (Argo) and her dam is CH
ElSedaPerros Georgy Girl. Misty is owned by Marilyn
and Donald Spence. Her registered name Inis stems from
the Irish word for island. She is a princess in their home.
Misty loves to sleep in her private spaces and cuddle with
her dad, Donald. She rules the household with her big
eyes and a lip quiver, for the benefit of the boys. Her
favorite activities include running around the backyard
and watching the birds on the lake. Misty has won 5
BOBs, 2 BOBs, and 3 AOMs.
Congratulations to all our New Grand Champions!

Season’s
Greetings!

Dade Havana Silk Dogs
debezzell@cox.net
757-812-8323
Puppies expected Winter 2019
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Brucellosis—What Dog Owners
Need to Know
by Dr. Erin Mayfield

B

rucellosis is a very complicated infectious
disease of canines and other mammals. It is
“zoonotic,” as it can be transmitted from an infected
animal to humans. It is a disease that has no cure; once a
dog is infected, it most likely will carry the bacteria for its
lifetime. Brucellosis may be familiar to owners that have
breeding animals, but it can infect any dog, intact or
neutered. It is important for nonbreeding pet owners to
be aware. It can impact an individual traveling internationally. The basics will be presented in this article.
This canine disease is caused by the bacteria Brucella
canis, an intracellular organism that concentrates in the
reproductive tissues. It is acquired by direct contact with
the body fluids or tissues of an infected animal by ingestion
or inhalation. It can be spread by contaminated hands
and clothing. The Brucella family has a number of
different strains and has been known to infect not only
dogs, but has also been documented in sheep, cattle, feral

swine, elk, deer, bison, coyotes, and bear. It has been
discovered in stray dogs, especially in the southeastern
United States, and is estimated to be endemic in numerous countries, including Mexico.
Signs and Symptoms
Brucellosis has been described as the “great masquerader”
because infected dogs may not have signs of the disease,
or have mild nonspecific signs of illness. After exposure,
an uninfected dog does not usually become terribly ill.
Once a dog is exposed, the bacteria invade the mucous
membranes and then it takes an average of 1–4 weeks to
show up in the bloodstream. Some signs include:
lymph node swelling, lethargy, change in coat, poor
performance, and/or weight loss. The spleen or liver may
be enlarged. The dog may or may not have a fever. The
bacteria concentrate in high amounts in the sexual
organs and lymphatic tissues. Yes, it is usually passed as a

Wishing you Holly Jolly Holidays from CH MaJesDy
Deck The Halls and the entire MaJesDy crew and
Sharon & Clarence Martin
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sexually transmitted disease (STD), but not always.
Male dogs can suffer with inflammation and/or infection of the epididymis, with testicular enlargement
and pain. Later there is testicular damage and sterility.
Semen abnormalities can be observed within 1–2
months of infection, and greater than 90% of sperm
demonstrate abnormalities by the fifth month postinfection. Because it can concentrate in the prostate, it can
be shed in the urine. Fresh chilled or even frozen semen
can maintain viable Brucella canis and therefore cause infection in a female upon artificial insemination.
In females, the most common symptom is late-term
abortion of pregnancy with stillborn or weak puppies. It
is passed in vaginal secretions, vaginal discharges during
the estrus cycle and during breeding, in aborted fetuses,
placentas, and postpartum lochia for 4–6 weeks. The
infected postpartum lochia is so full of bacteria that it
can contain 1010 organisms/ml, which translates into
500 infective oral doses per 1/5 teaspoon. Staggering! If
puppies are born alive, they have been found to have
Brucella present in the stomach, indicating presence of
the bacteria in the amniotic fluid.
It can also infect the bone marrow, joints, spinal discs,
and eyes. Dogs with long-standing infections can show

signs of lameness, unsteady gait, cloudy corneas, spinal
pain, and weakness. It may be suspected after review of
a spinal x-ray. Dogs that present to the clinic with any of
these signs need to be tested for brucellosis. Any dog with
reproductive problems needs to be tested. It can be
excreted in fluids and tissues for years. Blood tests may
be positive for up to 5.5 years.
In other words, a dog can live with brucellosis without
signs or symptoms for years.
Unfortunately, there is no vaccine for B. canis.
Diagnosis
There are multiple tests that need to be performed to say
with certainty that a dog has a Brucella infection. A
“screening test” is performed by your veterinarian, and if
positive, additional testing is required. There are many
resources available that describe the tests and testing algorithm, which is too lengthy to publish in this article.
Just know that a positive screen does not mean that your
dog has the disease, only that it needs additional tests.
Your veterinarian will take the lead on this investigation.
A mantra among breeders, and emphasized by veterinary specialists, is to perform the brucellosis screen before every breeding, and/or every 6 months.

Congratulations to the Kailani Silks Dogs Who Attended the National Specialty!

GCH Kailani Treasure of Molasses Reef
(Ziggy)
Award of Merit
New Grand Champion
JrCH Kailani’s Que Sera Sera
(Charlotte)
Award of Merit

Kailani’s Mountain Flower Girl (Moki)
Best Puppy in Sweeps
Winners Bitch/Best of Winners

CompCH Kailani’s Margaery of
House Witty (Maggie)
3 Companion Best Opposite Sex

CompBGCH Kailani’s Mountain Mist
(Misty)
2 Companion Best in Specialty Show
New Companion Bronze Grand Champion

CompJrCH Kailani Moon Dog Sail
the Seven Seas (Tippy)
2 Companion Awards of Merit
New Companion Junior Champion

Happy Holidays from Kailani Silks
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Treatment
Due to the penetrance of the bacteria deep into the
tissues, cures are considered impossible. For many years,
euthanasia was recommended to eliminate the potential
for disease spread. If the dog is intact, it is neutered and
removed from the kennel. Dogs may be considered for
antibiotic therapy, which is initially required for 4–8
weeks, and dual antibiotics usually give the best results.
Two or three courses of therapy may be required every
1–2 months. Testing is continued on an intermittent
basis every 3 months and may continue for the life of the
animal. Negative tests do not mean that the dog is cured.
Reoccurrence is common. Most dogs will need antibiotics for life.
There are protocols for kennel quarantine and
disinfection. All infected dogs are removed, treated, and
kept in separate quarters. B. canis is easily inactivated
by common disinfectants, although it can survive in
water, dust, soil, and in freezing conditions. Again, it is
critical to work with your veterinarian in proper kennel
management.
Why is it important for breeding and nonbreeding pet
owners?
1. Canine brucella infections are most common in stray
dogs and commercial kennels in the U.S. It is endemic
in many countries outside of the U.S, with one study
of dogs in Mexico having a 20%-30% incidence. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture Best Practices 2015
states, “Once a breeding dog population is proven to be
free of brucellosis the best way to keep brucellosis out of
the kennel is to isolate and test all incoming dogs,
proving them negative prior to placing them into the
general kennel population. This is best accomplished by
isolating newly purchased dogs in a separate building
or facility, away from the general population for a minimum of eight weeks. All incoming dogs should be tested
for B. canis on arrival and again at eight weeks. Only
after these two negative screening tests have been done
on all dogs in the isolation facility can they be safely
moved into the established kennel.” Testing includes
strays, rescues, pet store puppies, and imported dogs.
2. There are six other species of Brucella bacteria: B. suis
(pigs), B. melitensis (goats), B. abortus (cows), B. ovis
(sheep), B. neotomae (rodents), and B. maris (seals).
It is not common, but possible, for one bacterial
species to infect a different species of host. If a herd of
cattle, swine, goats, or sheep are infected, farm dogs
are at risk of infection with that particular strain.
3. Brucella organisms are excreted in milk, so that drinking or eating unpasteurized dairy products from
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infected cows can transmit infection to dogs and
humans. This is particularly prevalent with contaminated raw goat milk and cheeses from Mexico. So,
do not eat unpasteurized dairy products for this reason,
especially when traveling internationally!
4. Feral swine can intermingle with domestic farm pigs
and transmit disease, and hunting dogs may come in
contact with contaminated pigs. It is recommended
that hunters not allow their dogs to lick or consume
the carcasses of feral swine. Hunters can become
infected through skin wounds after cleaning infected
carcasses. It’s important to know disease incidence in
the states where you are hunting.
5. B. abortus (cows) has been eradicated in most domestic cattle herds in the U.S. Fortunately, all states require
that cattle must test negative before going to slaughter
and entering the food chain.
6. Humans can become infected with Brucella when one
is in close contact with infected tissues. This is called a
“zoonotic” disease. Most human infections are from
the swine, cattle, or goat species involving farm
workers, abattoir employees, or laboratory workers.
Only between 30–40 cases of human B. canis infection
have been reported, primarily from handling infected
tissues and laboratory work. If contracted, symptoms
include fever, chills, weight loss, lymph node swelling,
and fatigue. Although many cases are mild and cured
with antibiotics, there can be severe sequelae.
Immunocompromised individuals (those with cancer,
chronic diseases, HIV, or transplant patients) should
not handle Brucella-infected animals or tissues due to
increased risk. Children should be protected from Brucella-infected animals.
How do Silk Dog owners avoid an infection?
Brucellosis needs to be treated like any other infectious
disease. We do the best we can to avoid situations that
allow for exposure and exercise caution when we are in
a situation where our Silks may be exposed. Awareness
and education are the greatest weapons in prevention!
So when dog owners are knowledgeable, they can avoid
it. The greatest risk of exposure for most Silk owners is
attendance at all-breed conformation dog shows where
all of the dogs are not neutered and the potential for an
infected dog exists; for any Silk owner who has imported
dogs and assumed that the overseas testing done prior
to shipping was sufficient; for owners who participate in
canine group competitions with numerous breeds
participating, such as agility, obedience, rally, nosework,
etc. It is smart when attending such events to avoid

allowing your Silk to have contact with intact dogs or
their waste products.
Summary
Brucellosis is the most common zoonotic disease worldwide. It is difficult to contain the spread of the disease
without widespread testing, controls, and intervention
for the purpose of eradication. Euthanasia is the preferred
method of elimination of the disease. It is not only
transmitted sexually, but also transmitted in infected
tissues, dairy products, and blood. Make sure that your
breeding animals have recent negative brucellosis tests,
and have them done on a regular basis. Do not bring any
untested animals into your household or kennel. There
exists a reservoir of disease in wild animals that warrants
recognition and respect. Be aware of the many ways
infection can occur.
Infection in dogs and humans can be
prevented with appropriate care
The Baker Institute at Cornell University first isolated
and characterized B. canis in 1966. In 1974, they developed the first practical test for the disease. For years it
was the most reliable testing site in the U.S. There are
now several other reliable centers of expertise for

Brucella in our country, and I encourage you to take
advantage of the knowledge these centers have to offer
if you are ever faced with dealing with this disease. In
addition to the Baker Institute at Cornell, you may utilize
the University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine
and the CDC in Atlanta, Georgia. Contact your state
department of agriculture to learn about the laws where
you live.
Resources

The primary resources for this article are listed below;
the complete list is available upon request.
American Kennel Club. (August 21, 2015). Brucellosis: Dog breeders
shouldn’t skip testing for this dangerous disease. Retrieved from
https://www.akc.org
American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation (Producer). (2014,
January 23). Krecic M. Brucellosis. [Audio podcast]. Retrieved from
https://www.akc.org
Hollett, R. B. (2006). Canine brucellosis: Outbreaks and compliance.
Theriogenology, 66, 575-587. doi: 10.1016/j.theriogenology.2006.04.011
[Note: For those who want to explore this topic in more depth, this is
the most comprehensive article.]
Mayfield, E. (2007). Brucellosis: What dog owners need to know. The
Courier, September/October 2007, 10-12.
United States Department of Agriculture. (October 2015). Best practices for Brucella canis: Prevention and control in dog breeding facilities.
Retrieved from https://www.aphis.usda.gov

Zigfield’s
Lola Bleu

The Gunters

Season’s greetings
from Doug and Pauline Michels
Saint Johns, Michigan
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Tips for Taking One-and-Done “Soaps”
by Colleen Eagle

T

he previous issue of the Silk Road included
a comprehensive article by Mary O’Day on what
you need to do to certify your Havana Silk Dog.
One requirement is to provide soaped photos taken from
the side, front, and rear. If the dog is Foundation Pending
or Offspring of Foundation Pending, soaped photos are
needed from both sides. These photos are required before your provisional dog can be evaluated and certified.
The article noted that getting good soap photos is
challenging for new Silk owners, advising the owner to
“relax, and do not expect perfect soaps the first time.” I
have to concur, as it took me four photo sessions before
I finally got soaps that were barely good enough to submit. And I didn’t even start until after I’d consulted my
dog’s breeder, sought advice from experienced Silk owners, and watched YouTube videos posted by HSD owner
and former breeder Ann Carille.
The following suggestions, based on first-hand experience and additional research, are suggestions for taking
conformation “soap” pictures of a Silk that is well past
the puppy stage. (For certification, the soaps should be
done after the dog is 18 months old.)

Use the right equipment
u You will need to print the photos in color, on a full
sheet of paper (e.g., 8" x 10"), so the camera must be
able to take quality photos.
u If you must use your phone camera, check its
settings to make sure you are shooting at the
maximum resolution.
u Shoot in a well-lit environment.
u If possible, use a tri-pod, or steady the camera on a
table.
Prepare your dog for the coming event
u Practice stacking your dog in the front, back, and side
positions so that both of you are comfortable with the
procedure. Also practice each time you give your dog
a bath. Do this as many times and for as many days as
needed before you take the soap pictures. (Consider
taking “dry” photos before even thinking about the
“soap” photos.)
u Trim the hair on your dog’s feet and groom out any
mats so that your dog’s coat is show-ready. A mat,
when slicked down, will throw off the line and can
make a dog’s leg look bowed when it is straight. (Your
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dog may be more cooperative if you do any extensive
grooming a day or two before the photo session.)
Set up the shot in advance
u Select a background that won’t interfere with the
photo of the dog, like a plain wall. Avoid a background
that provides too much back light.
u Find a helper to work with you to take the photos,
ideally someone who is patient and also good with the
camera.
u Place the grooming table, or other appropriately sized
table with a nonslip surface, in a warm room with
good lighting. (A warm room is important because
any dog that is chilled will tend to arch its back, drop
its tail, and look “roached.”)
u Practice with a stuffed animal (or appropriately sized
pillow) to check the lighting and camera position,
making sure that the dog will be stacked squarely in
front of the camera lens.
When you are ready to take the actual photos
u Mix up a 50:50 solution of shampoo and water (must
be thick and sticky).
u Apply the solution to a dry dog.
u Wrap the long hair on the legs around the bone, and
smooth the hair on the chest and sides so that it sticks
to the body. The goal is to show the shape of the longhaired dog’s body without shaving it. You can do this
in a warm bathroom, and then carry the dog to the
photo area.
u Place the dog on the table. Keep your hand on your
dog at all times to prevent it from shaking off all of
your hard work in wrapping the hair.
u You’ll need to make some final adjustments as you
stack the dog, so have your photographer give you
feedback as you set your dog up for the photo.
u For the front and rear photos, place a folded or rolledup towel behind the two front legs so that the picture
captures only the legs you want to evaluate.
u Make sure that your hands are out of the way of the
shot as you hold the dog in a stacked position.
u Take multiple photos of each shot needed.
After the photoshoot, rinse your dog with lots of
warm water as you lavish it with high praise. Be sure to
reward your dog with special treats.
Print full-size versions of your best front/rear/side

photos and send to your evaluator. You want to make
sure your soap photos are acceptable before the evaluation. For that reason, the best advice is to start early! If,
in spite of your hard work, you are asked to resubmit

new photos, you want to give yourself enough time to
do it all over again.

Good luck!

A

good soap picture doesn’t have to be perfect, but it does have to be good enough to show the dog’s
underlying structure and help the evaluator determine whether or not the dog’s legs are straight. A bad
soap photo not only doesn’t help the evaluator, it can actually make a well-conformed dog look like it
has structural flaws.
It’s impossible to tell
if this dog’s front legs are
straight because they
can’t be easily
distinguished from the
back legs (no rolled
towel) and the dog’s
head is angled upward,
causing it to lean.

This dog clearly has
straight front legs, which
is what a decent front
soap photo should reveal.

The dog’s hair hasn’t been
slicked down enough to
see the shape of its hind
legs, and because it hasn’t
been stacked properly, its
hind legs are too far apart
and its feet are turned
outward.

The shape of
the dog’s chest
and loin area
can’t be determined because
the wet hair is
hanging down,
and the dog
isn’t squared up
in front of the camera. Its back is hunched, probably
because it was cold, due in part to having a wet
head, which isn’t necessary for body soaps.

Although this dog’s left
hind hock is turned slightly
inward, it is still possible
to see that the legs are
straight.

Slicked-back
hair and a nice
stack reveal
this dog’s
shoulder and
hip structure
as well as
its chest.
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Night and Day: Showing in AKC
Versus HSDAA
by Dionne Franklin

Into the fire
I was nervous, and the $500 I had spent on handling
classes learning how to show my bitch seemed wholly
inadequate. I had gotten up early, packed the car, and
made the drive to the fairgrounds where the AKC show
was being held with my 7-month-old Havanese/Havana
Silk Dog bitch, Bydand Spicin’ Things Up (Chili) in tow.
Having never been to an AKC show before, I had no idea
what to expect when I got there. After parking my car for
a hefty $10 fee in the grass lot, I carried my bitch and all
her gear to the building that was designated as the
grooming area. It was filled with people and all manner
of dogs in various stages of preparedness for their two
minutes of fame. I found a relatively empty spot big
enough for my table and chair and set up shop next to a
woman with some sort of terriers.
The kennel club had sent me a schedule in the mail
that contained the number of dogs and bitches signed
up to show in the classes, the ring times, judges, and
locations for the judging of Havanese for the day.
Unfortunately, I would not know until I got there if there
would be enough bitches or dogs present to get points
or not. It was entirely possible that I would go through all
of the trouble of showing only to discover there would be
no reward even if my bitch won. Ignoring that contingency, I arrived early because my trainer had stressed the
importance of allowing my bitch to get used to the place
before ring time so she would have her tail up from the
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moment she set foot in the ring. Apparently a dropped
tail meant instant death in this “last dog standing”
competition. After I prepped her coat by brushing her
out, applying a little finishing spray, and touching up her
paws, I put her on the ground and walked around the
place while I told her what a great job she was doing.
It was like walking through doggy Manhattan during
rush hour. People were coming in and out of rings,
spritzing, picking, plucking, poufing, and brushing long
and exotic coats, trotting dogs to and fro, forming lines
waiting outside of rings, and otherwise bustling around.
Stewards yelled out who was due in the ring, and the
overall den was pretty deafening. On several occasions,
large dogs in crates barked at us as we passed, as though
we were guilty of some sort of crime against their
owners. Chili’s tail was not up. There were also vendors
selling all manner of dog-themed wares, though they
were not in the building where our breed was showing.
A photographer roamed around handing out cards to
would-be clients looking to buy fancy pictures of their
breeding dog or bitch for advertisements in various dog
publications.
I found the ring for the Havanese classes and BOB and
hung close by waiting for our turn. It turns out that
although they call it a “ring” it is shaped like a square,
but we did walk around in circles for much of the time
we spent inside of it. Many of the other dog owners were
not interested in conversation. I use the term “owners”
loosely because a lot of them were professional handlers
with their client’s dogs and bitches. There were some
owner handlers though, and I found one guy whose
name I recognized as the previous owner of my bitch’s
grandsire, Salemi Charly, a breeder by the name of Jerry
Podell. He proceeded to tell me that my bitch was his
breeding, and I had him to thank for everything good
about her. By the time I finished chatting with Jerry, Chili
had finally gotten comfortable enough to raise her tail.
We had been there for over an hour.
The ring steward called in the Havanese classes, and
the judging went quickly. When the puppy bitch class
was called I took her in with the others, and we walked
around the ring once as a group. We each had a turn on
the table where the judge asked to see the bite, laid a hand
on the back, and then asked for a down and back before

A different kind of show
A month or two after that experience with AKC, I went
to the HSDAA show in Richmond. I still had to drive a
couple of hours to get to the venue, and I still stayed
in a hotel for the weekend, but the atmosphere was
completely different. Most of us stayed in one hotel, so
we were together socializing before, during, and after the
show, which meant we were getting to know each other
and making friends. There was only one breed there, so
our dogs were also making friends with each other and
playing together. There were no big dogs barking like we
stole something, so our little dogs were comfortable.
People were talking and socializing just as much as
they were grooming and gaiting. The Club provided
refreshments and lunch, which further contributed to
the relaxed vibe of the show.
The venue was much, much smaller, and there were
dozens instead of hundreds and hundreds of entries.
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Table

dismissing us to examine the next entrant. It took less
than 15 minutes to go through the classes and another
couple of minutes to select Winners Dog and Winners
Bitch before moving on to do BOB. I remember being
shocked at the pace. There was no explanation or hint as
to what the judge would do or why. Dogs were selected
without comment as we walked around the ring together
after the last entrant was examined. Just first, second,
third, and fourth with a point of the finger, and the losers
were out of the ring and on their way back home. You
left with no clue as to what was right and what was
wrong with your dog or your handling.
The second day of that show weekend, my bitch won
her class, Winners Bitch, and BOS, earning one or two
points in the process. For the record, I was still clueless.
For the Havanese breed there were only a couple of
professional handlers at that show in 2008 because it was
a smaller show at a lesser known kennel club. The same
was not true the following year. There were still a lot of
people in suits there who had assistants and RVs full of
dogs and equipment. A couple of them I recognized
from nationally televised dog shows. I asked one about
my bitch, and he was kind enough to watch me gait her
then told me she needed to learn how to walk right, but
he would be happy to take her on. He had not seen a
black Havanese before, and though he showed poodles,
the color amused him enough to take her in the ring for
me. I decided not to take him up on his offer, but it was
nice to know that Chili was good enough to be accepted
by a well-known handler.
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There was one judge for each day, and the judges spent
time going over each dog carefully as (s)he filled out the
dog’s scorecard. In the end, the judges still pointed at
their first, second, third, and fourth choices, but you had
an idea who they were looking at before they did.
Because they were moving slower and judging more
carefully, it was easier to follow along and see what it was
that was drawing the judge’s eye toward one dog versus
another. The scorecards allowed each competitor to see
what was right and what was wrong with his or her own
Silk, and there were people all around to offer helpful
hints and tips on how to improve if one was inclined to
ask the more experienced show people for advice. This
show was more like a learning experience, and there were
no professional handlers there to intimidate us owner
handler newbies.
There was an auction to raise money on Saturday, and
one member’s daughter had her 13th birthday, so there
was also cake. And that was really the difference between
the AKC shows and our shows in a nutshell. HSDAA is
an association of members who have a common cause—
we share a love for one particular breed—and thus a
personal relationship with each other. We are at our
shows because we want to see that the Havana Silk Dog
breed continues to exist in its most perfect form. We
accomplish this by bringing our breeding stock and the
companion get they have produced to be evaluated by
professionals who understand anatomy and conformation. Showing at conformation events is about quality
control; the competition aspect is simply the inducement
to get owners and breeders to allow other people to
render their opinion about the quality of their Silks. By
having a third party evaluate everyone’s Silks, we gain
consistency of appearance and type. Otherwise, each
breeder would breed what he or she likes, and there
would be no way to ensure that what we like are the same
things. To avoid that unwanted circumstance we get
together every now and then with our dogs. Between
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coffee, lunch, and good conversation, we throw a lead on
them and take a walk around the ring. We ensure that we
are all on the same page by letting experienced judges
judge our dogs against our standard.
A call for companions
The vast majority of our Silks are sold as companions,
so if we only have the breeding dogs getting evaluated at
our shows, but none of the offspring they produce, then
we are only getting a partial picture. We need our
companion owners to bring their Silks to our shows so
that we can continue to produce quality pets! Anyone
can show in an HSDAA show, and there is no pressure or
need to fear failure because there is a room full of people
rooting for you to succeed. No $500 training class is
required, nor is a long, perfectly coifed coat on your
favorite pooch! Your Silk need only have an inch or two
of hair so that the judge can tell the texture and how the
coat hangs on the body. If your Silk can walk on a leash
without pulling you everywhere, then it can walk on a
show lead. If your Silk is friendly and can stand still for

a few minutes,
then it can stand
stacked on the
ground and on
the table to be
evaluated by the
judge. If you can
walk in a circle, a
straight line, and
an “L” shape, then
you know all the
show moves you
will ever be asked
to perform in the ring. Remember, the point is not the
competition, it is to make sure we are producing consistent, typey offspring with the correct temperament by
having a judge look at a sample of our companion Silks,
and we cannot do that without your help!
So the next time there is a show near you, or in a place
you would like to visit, grab your companion Silk and
come meet your fellow Silk lovers.

Happy
Holidays!
Pearl Goldsmith & Diesel
CH Elfin Pearl’s Favorite Dancer
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We are so proud of Genny and Mimi
for being the first two and only Silks to win
an All Breed Adult Best In Show with
ICE (International Canine Events)
MBIS, MBISS DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s
Tyburn Woods Ms. G
Genny—All Breed Adult BIS
March 17, 2018

MBISS CH Ira Flupsie @ Tyburn Woods
Mimi—All Breed Adult BIS
May 19, 2018

Mary M. O’Day • www.tyburnwoodshavanasilkdogs.com
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Germy Pet Items and Tips for
Selecting Dog Toys
by Dr. Karen Shaw Becker

R

ecently a television station in Grand
Rapids, Michigan featured a segment on bacteria
on dog toys. The station worked with a laboratory
to analyze the gunk on toys belonging to one of the news
reporters’ dogs, a Toy Poodle named Henry. They tested
exclusively soft toys, and the bacteria counts were so high
they had to dilute the samples just to analyze them.
It will come as no surprise to all you dog parents out
there that there were hundreds of thousands of bacteria
on each toy, as well as on Henry’s dog bed. The lab found
no E. coli, but did detect thousands of bacterial colonies
after calculating the total microbial count from the diluted samples. The same lab also does forensic dust
analysis, and has concluded that 60 percent of the dust in
households with pets comes from furry family members.
Needless to say, it’s important to wash your dog’s toys
regularly, especially if she tends to hang on to special soft
toys rather than destroying them like many pups do. It’s
also important to wash plastic dog toys routinely, and
dog beds as well.
Chances are the massive amounts of bacteria on her
belongings won’t bother your pet in the least, but there’s
a possibility a human family member could become ill
after handling a dog toy if they don’t wash their hands
thoroughly before touching their face, putting food in
their mouth, etc.
Washing your dog’s toys regularly (once a month is a
reasonable guideline) also gives you the opportunity to
check their condition and toss the ones that are breaking
down or falling apart.

Not Every Dog Toy Is Right for Every Dog
Most dogs in the U.S. have lots of toys, and many pet
parents use trial-and-error to
determine what type their
dog prefers—and which
are safest—from a mindblowing selection of tugs,
balls, Frisbees or other
types of discs, chew toys,
puzzle toys, squeaky
toys, stuffed toys and
more. And since many pet
stores welcome dogs, some pet
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parents even bring four-legged family members along and
allow them to sniff out their favorites.
It’s important to select your dog’s toys carefully,
however, because not every dog toy is a good choice. For
example some dogs, especially large breeds, tend to rip
soft toys apart within seconds to taste-test the stuffing.
There are also dogs that swallow small soft toys whole. So
obviously, these types of toys aren’t a good choice for certain pets.
Your pup’s temperament, size and age all play a role in
determining which toys are safe, and there are considerations, too, based on the toy itself (materials used, size,
shape and more). I recommend using the guidelines
below, compiled by VetStreet, to ensure the toys you
choose for your dog keep him not only happily playing,
but also safe.
Tips for Selecting Safe Dog Toys
왘 Choose toys that are the right size for your dog. Giving
a small toy to a large dog poses a risk of inhalation and
choking. Small balls are especially dangerous, as they
can easily become lodged in your dog’s trachea.
왘 Generally speaking, you should choose large toys for
large dogs and smaller toys only for smaller dogs.
왘 Avoid toys that have small parts that can be chewed
or pulled off.
왘 Avoid toys with sharp edges or that can be chewed
into sharp points.
왘 Be careful letting your dog play with sticks. Avoid sticks
that have sharp ends and choose one that is either too
long or too short for your dog to jab into the ground
when carried vertically (like a straw), as this could
cause serious injury to his mouth and/or throat.
왘 When playing fetch, avoid toys that are heavy or hard
enough to damage your dog’s teeth or injure him.
왘 If your dog likes to de-stuff toys, be sure he’s not eating
the stuffing. Some dogs really enjoy stuffing-free toys.
Toys Requiring Close Supervision
왘 Supervise your dog when she’s playing with long
rope-like or tug toys, as they can become wrapped
around her neck.
왘 If your dog likes to play “rip out the squeaky,” offer
such toys only when you can safely monitor her play.

Story at-a-glance
◆ Dog toys are loaded with bacteria, so it’s impor-

tant for the health of everyone in the household
that toys are washed at least monthly; also
dispose of any toys that are old, broken, chewed
up or weathered
◆ Select toys that are a good size for your dog and
have no small or sharp parts
◆ Certain dog toys should only be played with
under your close supervision, for example, toys
with batteries
◆ There are “toys” that should be avoided entirely,
including strings and rocks, and plastic toys containing toxins such as BPA
◆ Keep in mind that interactive play with your dog
will always be more fun and stimulating for him
than a basketful of toys

왘 Be careful with toys that require batteries. If your dog
manages to get them out of the toy and swallows
them, it can result in battery toxicosis.
왘 Be careful with tennis balls. They can be a choking
hazard for large dogs, and the abrasive fuzz may wear
down teeth if your dog is an aggressive or persistent
chewer (normal play will not pose a risk to your dog’s
teeth).
왘 Be careful with toys, such as Frisbees, that may cause
your dog to jump up and twist simultaneously. Such
movements may lead to leg and back injuries.
‘Toys’ That Should Be Avoided
왘 Dogs shouldn’t play with strings, ribbons, pantyhose,
socks or rubber bands. These objects may be swallowed and can cause life-threatening complications
once in the digestive tract.
왘 Don’t offer your pet children’s toys (such as stuffed
animals); they’re not designed to withstand the type
of play dogs engage in.
왘 Avoid any toys stuffed with beads or beans.
왘 Don’t let your dog play with rocks.
왘 Don’t give your dog containers (including bags) large
enough for him to put his head in. If his head becomes stuck, he’ll be unable to get free and may suffocate.
왘 If your dog has neck or back problems, such as herniated disks, tug toys should be avoided.
왘 Rubber toys with a hole in only one end may form a
vacuum that catches your dog’s tongue. Either avoid
these toys or poke a hole in the other end so a vacuum
cannot form.
왘 I don’t recommend giving your dog rawhide chews
for a number of reasons, one of which is because they
pose a high risk of choking and intestinal obstruction.

Toys That May Be Toxic
Pet toys are not regulated, so they can be made with
virtually any material. Plastic toys, in particular, can
be dangerous, as many contain endocrine-disrupting
chemicals such as phthalates and bisphenol-A (BPA).
Old or weathered toys (such as those left outside) leach
higher concentrations of harmful chemicals.
While BPA-free toys are available, the BPA may be
replaced with similarly (or more) toxic chemicals,
including bisphenol-S (BPS), so this, unfortunately, isn’t
a reliable indicator of toy safety. Other toxins sometimes
found in dog toys include heavy metals (lead, etc.) and
formaldehyde.
When looking for new toys, choose those made in the
U.S. out of 100 percent natural rubber, organic cotton, or
other eco-friendly and contaminant-free materials. I recommend the sniff test, as toys should have no smell. If a
toy you’re considering buying smells strongly of chemicals, put it back.
Testing shows that some tennis balls made for pets
contain more contaminants than those made for sports.
I’ve found the best toys for pets are usually handmade, by
individuals or very small companies and found at local
farmer’s markets or sold regionally in small, independent
pet stores. Unfortunately, I haven’t found a plethora of
companies that produce 100 percent organic toys.
However, there are some great all-natural toys you can
find online if you go searching.
Types of Toys Dogs Seem to Prefer
Researchers have discovered that regardless of the type
of toy, once a dog is completely familiar with the sight,
sound, smell and feel of it, boredom sets in. In addition,
you may want to avoid those “indestructible” toys your
dog can’t make a dent in, because research also suggests
that dogs enjoy toys they can pull apart and destroy or
those that are edible, probably because they view toys the
way wolves view their prey. They want something they
can tear apart and eat.
Of course, offering your dog easily destroyed toys isn’t
ideal either, as he may accidently (or intentionally) ingest
some of the non-edible pieces. A good alternative is
recreational bones (large, raw chunks of beef and bison
femur bones), which are extremely enjoyable for most
dogs, even though they’re not technically “toys.”
Treat-release puzzle toys, toys meant to be chewed,
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and those that make noise or are edible (like a nontoxic
dental bone) can also be good options, while toys that
are hard, unyielding and silent will probably not be a big
hit with your dog.
Finally, don’t underestimate your ability to stimulate
your dog’s interests. A session of playtime with you—
playing fetch, tug-of-war or hide-and-seek—will be far
more stimulating to your pup than any toy could be.
© 1997-2018 Dr. Joseph Mercola.
All Rights Reserved.
Used with permission.
Becker, K. “Germ Warning: Lab Tests
Reveal Stunning Levels on These Pet
Items.” Retrieved June 22, 2018, from https://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2018/06/22/
tips-for-selecting-dog-toys.aspx

Dr. Karen Becker is a proactive and integrative wellness
veterinarian. She is passionate about educating people
about natural health, often speaking at public seminars
and appearing on the hit show, the Animal Planet. She has
also been named one of Chicago’s Top Ten Vets by Chicago
Magazine.
From volunteering at a local humane society and
working with homeless and abused animals since age 13,
Dr. Becker has become an animal advocate. Today, she
helps thousands of patients achieve wellness through her
Natural Pet Animal Hospital, Feathers Bird Clinic, and
TheraPaw Rehabilitation and Pain Management Clinic in
Illinois. Together with her husband, Dr. Becker also
founded the Covenant Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in
2002, which is dedicated to caring for injured and
orphaned wild animals.

SILK TALES

Lola Achieves Nose Work Titles
by Pauline Michels

My little Zigfield’s Lola Bleu (Lola) acheived her first National Association of Canine Scent Work
(NACSW) Nose Work (NW1) title on July 21, 2018. NACSW has a strict requirement that the dog and
handler must pass all elements in one trial or fail. Lola had to pass four elements: Containers, Interiors,
Vehicles, and Exteriors. For Containers she successfully searched through 12 boxes to find the one with a
birch scented half Q-tip in it, for Interiors she searched a furnished room and found the hidden Q-tip,
and then she was tested on Vehicles where she searched an area with a car, a truck, and a trailer. She
immediately went to the car and found the hidden Q-tip in the wheelwell. The final search, Exteriors,
took place in a picnic area. Lola thought the barbeque grill was interesting, but she correctly moved to
the chair for the find. Neither Lola nor I had any idea where the hidden items were located. Her finds
were based on nose work alone. Lola was one of only 16 out of 36 dogs entered to pass this test.
The AKC also sponsors competitions for achieving nose work titles. It allows a team to acquire legs
toward a title, requiring three passing scores (100%) in each element. On September 8, Lola earned
qualifying legs toward the AKC titles for Scent Work Containers and Buried Hides. The test for Containers
consists of finding birch odor in one of six boxes, and the test for Buried Hides consists of finding odor
buried three inches deep in one of six boxes of dirt.
Lola also achieved both her AKC Interiors and Exteriors titles. Interiors requires finding the Q-tip
hidden in a furnished room while Exteriors requires finding the Q-tip hidden in an outdoors setup.
On November 17, Lola successfully completed the final requirements for achieving the AKC Scent
Work Novice title. She found the source of odor buried two inches deep in one of six boxes of sand for
the Buried Hides title. She also achieved her Containers title by finding the source of odor in two separate
sets of six boxes. So overall, Lola titled in the required three tests each for Interiors, Exteriors, Buried
Hides, and Containers. The twelve combined individual titles result in the AKC Scent Work Novice title.
Our little Silk now has novice scent work titles in both the NACSW and AKC. It was my goal for Lola to
achieve these titles before my hip replacement surgeries in December and January so that we could begin training for advanced scent work
in the spring. We also plan to continue agility training once I am fully healed. Lola is so talented with a work ethic second to none. She is my
inspiration!
Editor’s note: See the Winter 2017 Silk Road for the fascinating article, “K9 Nose Work,” that features Lola and explains this fun and safe activity.
This Silk Tale update is a fabulous reminder that our wonderful Silk Dogs are capable of amazing accomplishments. Congratulations, Lola!
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Doggy Words

Woof!

by Colleen Eagle

A

s a continuing celebration of the Year of the Dog,
which ends on February 4, 2019, we thought it
would be fun to look at the many ways in which
the word “dog” has become part of our vernacular.
From my research, however, it’s clear that the origins
of these terms in no way relate to how we regard our
beloved Havana Silk Dogs.
Here are a number of such words and expressions:
dog days. Hot summer days are called “dog days”
because the ancient Romans believed that the
hottest days of the summer were caused when the
Dog Star, Sirius, rose with the sun and added its heat
to the day. Sirius is the chief star in the constellation
Canis Major, and the brightest star visible from any
part of Earth. (Source: “Why Do We Say It?”)
dog-eat-dog world. The original Latin proverb,
canis caninam non est, observed that a dog will not
eat another dog. The phrase “dog-eat-dog world”
expresses the exact opposite, meaning that in a
competitive society some people are willing to
do anything to get ahead. (Sources: idioms.
online.org, wordorigins.org)
dog in the manger. This reference to needlessly
selfish behavior alludes to the fable of a dog that
lay in the manger on top of the hay and
would not let the ox or horse eat, even though
the dog could not enjoy such food. (Source: “Why
Do We Say It?”)
dogged (adj) and doggedly (adv). In the 1300s,
both words meant having the negative qualities of a
dog, or being “mean and cruel.” By the late 1700s,
both had evolved to mean “persistent and with
determination.” (Source: vocabulary.com)
doggone. This term, which may have first appeared in
a book written in 1847 by British explorer George
Ruxton, seems to have nothing at all to do with dogs,
but is a perversion of a blasphemous oath. Currently it
is used to express feelings of annoyance, surprise, or
pleasure. (Sources: StackExchange, Oxford Dictionary)
dogma, dogmatic. Another term unrelated to
canine character, “dogma” traces back to the
Greek dokein, which means “to seem
good” or “think.” (Source: dictionary.com)
dogwood. This tree was named for its
berries, which were called “dogberries”
because they were worthless. In this
sense, “dog” is used rather generally in
plant nomenclature to denote inferior
quality or worthlessness. (Source: “Why Do
We Say It?”)

Bow
wow!

double dog dare. This
term, in use since the midto late 1800s, means a challenge
of epic proportions, often related
to youthful mischief. (Source: grammarist.com;
author’s note: My ornery younger brother was
often heard throwing out this expression to his
best friend, “I double-dog dare ya!”)
hair of the dog. This expression originally referred to
a method of treating a rabid dog bite by placing hair
from the dog in the bite wound. Used as an analogy,
it came to mean treating a hangover by having the
same drink within 24 hours, and that meaning has
stuck. (Source: wikipedia)
hotdog, hot diggity dog. A hotdog is
another name for “frankfurter,” which
was based on a similar pork sausage
that originated in Frankfurt, Germany.
There was a suspicion in the 1800s that
frankfurters were made from dog meat,
hence the name “hotdog.” But if someone
calls you a hotdog, they mean you’re a
daredevil or a risk-taker. Also, you can say
“hotdog!” to express delight. The phrase “hot
diggity dog!” dates to at least 1928, when
Al Jolson was recorded saying it after a
performance. In 1956, a song by that name
recorded by Perry Como went to #1 on the
Billboard pop music chart. (Sources:
vocabulary.com; wikipedia)
It’s a dog’s life. This phrase originated in an
era where the life of most dogs was hard—
sleeping outside, subsisting on scraps,
and subject to disease and pests.
A dog’s life was a miserable,
wretched existence. Today,
however, it has come to
mean the complete
opposite, where “a dog’s
life” reflects a life of
indolence, just like that
of a pampered dog.
(Source: wiktionary.org)

Arf!
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Charlotte’s First Year
by Susan Gunter

W

hat an exciting year of learning it has
been! Charlotte was born September 20, 2017,
as part of the Kailani Eclipse litter. I wanted a
Silk because I have a Havanese dog, Miguel, who is 14
years old and fabulous. When I got him I didn’t want a
show dog, just a companion, and my research showed
the personality, size, looks, and temperament were what
I wanted. I was not disappointed. He fits into the “best
dog ever” category. However, his coat has been a struggle
for 14 years. He has a beautiful (or terrible) thick, curly
undercoat that grows mats overnight. But he’s so happy
and funny! When I rescued a Yorkie from a puppy mill
six years ago, I depended on him to teach her how to be
a dog. He taught her the routine, that grass is okay to
walk on, what it means to have good manners, and how
to love the good life. They talk amongst themselves and
she’s turned out great, thanks to him. Unfortunately, he’s
not getting any younger, and I thought it was time for
him to train a puppy.
I decided to get a Silk after researching the breed. I
was impressed to learn that Silk breeders are only in it to
improve their breed, even for companion dogs. Who
does that? It’s fantastic! My Havanese has some poor
traits that I wanted to avoid while keeping the delightful
personality. He has a subluxation of the patellas and his
front feet turn out. And that undercoat… while I love to

Charlotte, Lacey
and Miguel
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fondle all that long hair, we are both more comfortable
keeping it scissored. Charlotte’s hair is much easier (well,
sort of).
My Havanese has done an excellent job of training
Charlotte. He talks to her and guides her by example. She
is always watching him. And she makes him play with
her. She will not take no for an answer! She’s keeping him
young, which I am so thankful for.
I found Kailani Silks on Facebook and had been following Barb Theisen for about a year, watching her puppies. All that stimulation, the activities, and testing she
does for these puppies is amazing! (Editor’s note: This is
typical of our Silk breeders.) Charlotte rode on an airplane
half way across the country at 8 weeks. She was the
epitome of cuteness when she arrived. Most importantly,
she was secure, active, participatory, alert, calm, attentive,
playful, and happy. And she’s been that way ever since!
I couldn’t ask for a better personality.
I had originally wanted a dark male. Between puppy
cancellations, waiting lists, mind changing on many
people’s parts, and life events, I ended up with a blackand-white female, who has turned out to be a good show
dog. She is JrCH Kailani’s Que Sera Sera—she was meant
to be mine! My daughter Claire took one look at her and
said she was “Charlotte.”
So what did Charlotte learn in her first year? Well, the
first thing she wanted to learn was how to be included
sleeping in the bed at night. The privilege of sleeping in
the bed with the other dogs is contingent upon learning
how to ask to go pee. At 6 months she finally earned it.
In the meantime, she went to puppy class and learned
basic commands and socializing. She’s a quick learner
and has a great attention span. She sometimes holds
back, seemingly shy, but I believe she’s just thinking. She
watches, focuses, and likes to be sure of what is expected
of her. Then she does it! We always let her observe new
experiences first before participating.
She successfully completed a K9 Nose Work class. She
is able to locate a treat in boxes of different sizes, heights,
and shapes. We’d like to continue but had to stop for the
summer. It’s too hot here in Florida for her Mom to take
the next step where Charlotte would need to find treats
outside.
She earned her Junior Championship in one weekend
at the Lakeland show mid-March, just three days shy of
6 months old. We had practiced lots of stands and stacks

Charlotte in
Nova Scotia

Claire and
Charlotte

and did okay even though I had no clue what I was
doing. Charlotte would sleep in her crate between events
(deep puppy sleep), I’d wake her up to go in the ring, and
she’d immediately perk up and prance around like she
owned the place. She won Best in Show Rare Breed
Puppy twice and Winners Bitch once. She placed sixth
in the ICE Show rankings after that weekend, plus she
received the points for her Junior Championship! It was
a wonderful weekend and I couldn’t have done it without the help and support of Mary O’Day, Marilyn
Spence, and Gretchen Kellas. They were so nice and
informative and told me what to do constantly while also
having to do their own thing.
Charlotte learned how to swim during her first year.
She just followed Miguel right into the water (after
watching a few times), and decided she liked it. All three
dogs wear life jackets at the waterfront, so Charlotte was
prepared when she decided swimming was worth trying. She swims Lakeland Show 2018
out to get toys and sometimes just
swims in circles to keep cool.
She also likes to jet ski, and she
toodles around the lake in it with
me and the other dogs, checking
things out.
Charlotte also starred as “Toto”
in the ballet version of The Wizard
of Oz when she was just 8 months
old. (See separate story.)
This past summer Charlotte
became an international traveler.
She flew to Canada and visited
three Canadian provinces: Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince
Edward Island. She has been on
planes, trains, and automobiles.
She has even been on a ferry boat

crossing part of the Atlantic from Nova Scotia to PEI.
She swam in the Atlantic as well, after her big Labrador
Retriever friends plunged in. She didn’t mind the cold
and went in more than once! She later had a warm bath
and a blow dry. She enjoys her stroller in airports,
shopping malls, and restaurants, and she hasn’t met a
stranger yet.
She attended a wedding in Nashville in September.
She was well-behaved in her stroller and the hit of the
dinner party she attended. Unfortunately, I didn’t get a
picture with the bride because it was raining and for
some reason she didn’t want a wet dog on her dress!
Charlotte was supposed to go with me to a conference
in New Orleans when our trip was canceled due to
Hurricane Michael. Charlotte spent several days inside
with me, playing with toys, sleeping, and running in
circles to be rid of puppy wiggles. So she’s survived her
first hurricane.
At this writing, Charlotte is set
for another trip to Toronto to visit
family and friends, where we hope
to have a photoshoot with my photographer brother. I need someone
to take a fabulous picture of that
adorable black face with the correct
lighting! We are also looking forward to the National Specialty
show. Charlotte will be traveling
with Miguel (a poser Silk), and
Lacey the Yorkie (an imposter).
Charlotte is so dear to me and
my family. All the hard work that
has gone into this breed is totally
worth it. I look forward to many
years with my Silk and sharing even
more adventures with Charlotte.
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So you’re thinking of having a
“show” dog?
(No, not that kind of show! I mean live theater!)
by Susan Gunter

JrCH Kailani’s
Que Sera Sera
starring as Toto
Cue lighting, cue music, and merde!*
The dancers take the stage for the ballet version of The
Wizard of Oz. The young Silk Dog, Charlotte, waits in
the wings. Will she make or miss her cues? Will she run
off stage? Howl at the audience? Demand a pay raise? Is
casting an 8-month-old puppy as “Toto” a recipe for disaster? Read on to see how this story turns out.
Our Charlotte, also known as JrCh Kailani’s Que Sera
Sera, is an awfully cute puppy with a great personality.
She is funny, kind, affectionate, smart, and relates well
to others. When the ballet director first met her, she fell
in love and Charlotte was cast on the spot. That was
January, when Charlotte was 4 months old. In February
she began attending rehearsal. Nothing fazed her—not
the loud music, the movement of dance, and most
especially not the girls! By March she was dancing in
“Dorothy’s” arms. By April she had learned “up” (standing up on her hind legs) and “twirl” (a pirouette). By May
she was given more stage time. She went from one stage
appearance to three. She was inducted as the company
mascot and spent lots of time cuddling on the director’s
lap. The girls in the ballet loved her to distraction; we
had to say Charlotte is working and that the girls were no
longer allowed to play with her—she had to be treated as
a fellow dancer or no choreography would ever get done!
But after rehearsal Charlotte had a huge studio and playmates to enjoy.
We were careful to evaluate what Charlotte was
comfortable with. We didn’t want to overwhelm her or
stress her in any way. She didn’t like being in a basket so
we substituted a stuffed animal “mannequin” for that
part. (I found one that looked just like her!)
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We started training with the basics, practicing “sit,”
“down,” “come,” “wait,” and “watch me” at rehearsal. She
bonded straight away with “Dorothy,” who adored her.
This young actress visited our house many times to play
with Charlotte, go with her on walks, and train with treats
apart from the onging training in the dance studio.
Charlotte learned many things from this experience.
She gained poise among strangers. She learned to focus
on her trainer (mostly me), not distractions. She became
a good citizen: polite, considerate, quiet, and friendly. She
also behaved herself when she wasn’t needed onstage. We
provided a quiet place in the dressing room for her crate,
with a cover so she could rest. The dancers respected her
quiet time and never bothered her. She developed trust
for her handlers: “Dorothy,” my daughter Claire, and me.
(My daughter became the “animal wrangler” after I was
cast as Auntie Em!)
We tried to make Charlotte’s role as disaster-proof as
possible by prevention. I made an invisible leash out of
60-wt fishing line with a small black weight on the
handle. The audience couldn’t see it, so it looked like
Charlotte was off leash. She had a cue to go onstage by
Charlotte
on stage
backdrop

herself at one point to find Dorothy. It worked out
perfectly. Claire threw out the weighted handle on the
leash from offstage to Dorothy and out came Charlotte!
The audience was thrilled.
The dance director at one point considered a ballet
duet, pas de deux, with Dorothy and Charlotte. Had
she been an adult dog and just a bit more consistent, I
believe Charlotte could have done it. But why raise
expectations? Really, all she had to do was be cute and
she does that naturally!
We did teach her to twirl and she did it in rehearsal,
but not reliably enough to choreograph it. She was, after
all, still developing strength in her back legs.

The ballet was a complete success with
Charlotte making all her cues. We performed two
shows, and she was a real pro with her head held
high and her tail held up. It was great to hear the
audience “oooooooh” and “awwwww” when she
came onstage. She appeared three times in each
performance and did her part perfectly. She joined
the curtain call with the rest of the cast and, while
she wasn’t able to autograph programs, she did
give out kisses after the show. Her happy little self
took it all in stride with lots of self confidence. I
was very proud of her!
*Saying “merde” is the traditional “good luck” wish for
dancers—you wouldn’t want to say “break a leg” after all!
Why would shouting out a vulgar French word for
excrement be considered good luck? There are several
explanations, but one plausible story traces back to the
early days of ballet when horse-drawn carriages would be
lined up outside the theater, waiting to take the ladies and
gentlemen attending the ballet back home. The greater the
number of horses, the bigger the crowd, and the more
“merde” that would be piled up in the streets. Hence, the
cry of "merde" came to mean the good luck wish of a large
crowd to watch the performance.

God Bless
us all!
Suzanne, Chica Maria & Cari Therese LaCosse
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Morgan, the Funny “No Treat—
No Sit” Diva
by Lanney and Linda Hurley

E

RAS I’ll Be True To You (Morgan Tulip) is
a big dog in a little package, and a funny diva
whose clownish antics keep us constantly amused.
She drags her beds around the house and although she
has toys that she likes everywhere, she is primarily food
and treat motivated. This became apparent in her very
first obedience class at age 4 months. She learned quickly
and did everything well until it was time to earn her
certificate. She had perfect recalls and stays but refused
to sit on command! Roxie, our Petsmart trainer, thought
that she was very smart, and apparently the repetitive sit
became boring, so she refused to do it. She had to come
back a few weeks later to retake the test. Our little
princess sat and passed her basic training.
Morgan has been through many classes, including a
tricks class, a circus dog class, and an AKC Canine Good
Citizen class. She loves her classes and goes through them
eagerly and with a sweet demeanor, performing everything asked of her perfectly without being treated, except
the sit! When asked to sit, she just cocks her head, as if
asking in return, “Where’s the treat?” So even though we
continue to train her, sometimes treating and sometimes
not, Morgan still fails to sit without a treat. As a result,
she failed her CGC class after executing everything perfectly and actually better than most of the dogs in the
class, but she would not sit without a treat. Really?
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Fortunately, the “sit” is not required in a conformation class. At the only show she has ever been entered in,
Show 3 at the 2017 Magnificent Mile Classic in Chicago,
she was awarded Companion Best of Winners/Winners
Bitch/Award of Merit. We were honestly shocked, but so
very very proud of her. Neither of us had ever been in a
show ring (and she did better than me)!
Morgan’s favorite toy isn’t a toy at all, but the Swiffer!
When we bring it out of the closet, she goes crazy with
excitement. She emits a high-pitched series of squeaks
(that frankly sound like we are killing her) and chases it
as I try to clean the floor, made even more difficult because I am laughing so hard. She knows “Swiffer” so we
refer to it as the “S” word. She often pounds on the closet
door with her front paws, demanding that it be brought
out for playtime.
After dinner she gives my husband Lanney and me
about an hour to give her a Greenie and play “rug-run”
with her, where we throw treats as she charges back and
forth across the living room. If we don’t meet Morgan’s
deadline, she flips the center of the lamp cord up and
down with her nose to get our attention. It’s like nails on
a chalkboard! She also does what her daycare center calls
“The Stare.” She will bore a hole through you to get
your attention and explain requests! She loves when we
all go to sleep at night, and when she is ready, she stares
at us until we retire to the bedroom.
We believe she knows English. Recently, when Lanney
asked if she wanted to go out, she ran under the dining
room table. I guess that meant no. Later I casually
mentioned to Lanney that we needed to brush her and
her teeth, and before we knew it she was back under the
table. When the phone rings she is able to ascertain
whether we have a delivery or if someone is calling to
chat. I think “send them up please” may be her clue.
Morgan notices everything (even before us). During
the holidays, when the lights go up on the building where
we live, Morgan is the first to notice as we step outside.
She just stops and stares, mesmerized by their sparkle.
Now 8 years old, Morgan continues to be the bright light
in our home, treating us to millions of kisses and daily
antics that make us laugh. The perfect Silk, she is a
wonderful companion. Just don’t ask her to sit!

I would like to add that Morgan has made it possible for
us to become acquainted with the wonderful individuals
and Silks in this group. This is a very special group of people, and although we have only met some of its members
at the Chicago shows, I feel like we have developed many
friendships through our Facebook conversations. We also
love hearing about all the Silks. They each have their own
wonderful personality traits, yet they of course have so
many similarities. In closing, thank you Morgan Tulip aka
Morgie T and Mimi pup, and members of this group for
enriching our lives.
Editor’s note: Morgan’s sire is CH Berill Canis Minor
Berry (Buksi) and her dam is Feliz Last Call at ERAS
(Brandy).

The “Locals”: HSD Playdate
by Fran Strauss
On October 18, five humans and six fur kids turned
our virtual online relationships into a real-life, realtime experience: a playdate! We jokingly referred to it
as the “Locals”… sort of like the “Nationals” but only
for a very small group of companion Silk owners
from the New York and New Jersey area.
Marguerite Fuccello D’Aloia and Suede drove from
New York, as did I, bringing Tess and Henri. Helen
Rothstein Kimmel with Panko and Ellen Feibel (a
Silk lover but not a Silk owner) from New Jersey
also attended. We gathered in New Jersey at Amy
Aksman’s house where Blossom and Monte were
eagerly waiting.
The camaraderie was incredible among all the
humans and the pups. The dogs, ranging in age from
7 months to 11 years old, blended so well with each
other. All were relaxed and happy to play in the yard
or use the doggy door to come back inside. It felt as

Photos courtesy of Ellen Feibel
though they “knew” they were in some way related.
And then of course, there was lunch! A delicious
meal provided by Amy was followed by dessert,
brought by the rest of us, and coffee. Admittedly,
there were some hopeful four-legged friends that
stayed close to the table, but it was all very dignified.
And very much fun. The humans finally were able to
interact and learn more about each other, but the
Silks were the highlight of the day.
Amy Aksman was the ultimate hostess. She
prepared (real) “doggy bags” for all of her guests,
which included treats, toys, and “pick up” bags.
The playdate was wonderful—a day that will be
repeated here in the tri-state area and hopefully in
other areas of the country. It was proof that a small
group of people and Silks can have a lot of fun!

Left to right: Helen Rothstein Kimmel with Panko, Marguerite Fucello D'Aloia with Suede,
Fran Strauss with Tess and Henri, Amy Aksman with Monte and Blossom

Panko
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Infectious Disease in Dogs in Group Settings: Strategies to Prevent Infectious
Diseases in Dogs at Dog Shows, Sporting Events, and Other Canine Group Settings
by Dr. Erin Mayfield

I

n September 2016, a 51-page document was
published as the result of years of studying the
risks of infectious disease transmission in settings
where groups of dogs gather. It was funded by the
AKC Canine Health Foundation and the Orthopedic
Foundation for Animals, and authored by a panel of
canine infectious disease specialists. The purpose of
the document is
“to serve as a resource for the recognition of
risk, prevention and control of canine infectious
diseases. Disease causing agents (pathogens)
include parasites, viruses, bacteria, fungi, and
protozoa. Hundreds of these infectious
pathogens have the potential to be transmitted
between dogs; however, only a subset of these
commonly causes problems.”
What constitutes a canine gathering? Any event
where two or more dogs from different households
share the same location and may share the same
water bowls, toys, potty areas, and exposure to other
types of body fluids, e.g., stool, urine, vomit, and
aerosolized particles (sneezing and coughing, kicking
up the dirt with infectious particles—you get the
idea). Dogs regularly sniff and lick their genitals and
genitals of other dogs. They eat crud off the ground.
Contamination can arise from some infectious
pathogens’ ability to survive on inert surfaces, such
as vehicles and equipment.
We love our canine get-togethers, including dog
shows, dog parks, training classes, doggy day care,
boarding facilities, groomers, and community festivals, or even sharing time at a friend’s house! We
have all been to, or heard of, events where an illness
rapidly spread through a group of event participants.
We have seen sick dogs at shows and are grateful for
the presence of a show veterinarian to triage the dog
and decide whether to quarantine it. We frequently
assume and trust that other dog owner attendees
responsibly care for their animals, have completed
the appropriate vaccines, and have used appropriate
flea and tick preventative. We trust that an owner
would not bring a sick dog to an event.
The document, Infectious Disease in Dogs in
Group Settings: Strategies to Prevent Infectious
Diseases in Dogs at Dog Shows, Sporting Events,
and Other Canine Group Settings, is a comprehensive educational compilation of scientific literature,
with 64 evidence-based recommendations to
prevent infectious diseases in dogs in group settings.
Each category is discussed, emphasizing practical
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steps that can be taken at the individual dog level,
dog group level, and environment level. Checklists
are provided. It is understood that not all recommendations are applicable or feasible for every group
setting, but owners and event organizers are
encouraged to use the guidelines and resources
for their particular event.
It is recommended that a canine group event
have a written infection prevention and control plan
in place. The plan should include strategies aimed at
all three levels—individual dog, group of dogs, and
the environment. Every group setting should have
access (on-site or off-site) to a veterinarian who can
also assist with development and implementation of
disease prevention guidelines.
The document also addresses participants, staff,
and volunteers:
“In addition to ensuring that participants are
aware of disease management practices, it is
important to ensure that all staff and volunteers
working in the group setting are also well
informed. Training for all staff on canine
infectious disease risks and prevention within
the group setting should be required and
documented. Staff knowledge on this topic
should be assessed periodically. A comprehensive training program might also include
humane treatment of animals, bite prevention,
recognition of a sick dog, effective animal
handling and restraint techniques and
communication techniques to interact with
owners. In summary, successful implementation of an infection control plan requires
education, awareness, and compliance on
the part of everyone involved.”
I encourage all persons who love to travel and
participate with their dogs in group events to read
this outstanding document. It is chock full of very
important information! There is a lot to digest, but
well worth the time to become familiar and understand. It is through continuing education that we can
most protect our beloved little canine loves.
You can download the document from this
weblink: https://vet.osu.edu/sites/vet.osu.edu/files/
documents/preventive-medicine/Infectious%20
Disease%20in%20Dogs%20Final.pdf
Or I will email the PDF to you. Please put
“infectious disease” in the subject line and email to:
Mayfieldgyn1@gmail.com

Pearl Blum Goldsmith
February 22, 1920–November 22, 2018

A devoted mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, friend, and
Havana Silk Dog lover who brought love,
light, and a sharp wit wherever she went.
You will be missed.

Rest In Peace, Pearl
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Adventures with Pip
A Dog for All Seasons
by Laura Erickson

Photos courtesy of Laura Erickson

H

avana Silk Dogs take their names from
three things—they’re from Cuba, they’re silky,
and they’re dogs. Silky tresses supposedly keep
them cool in Caribbean heat and humidity, and sure
enough, my little Pip seems comfortable no matter how
hot it gets. My daughter has a rescued pit bull named
Muxy who has to wear a cooling headscarf when it’s hot,
while Pip stays perfectly cool and comfortable au naturel.
Up here in Duluth, Minnesota, over 1,700 miles from
Havana, hot weather isn’t much of an issue, but our
winter weather can be extreme. One might think a little
Cuban dog couldn’t deal with double-digits below zero,
but one would be wrong.
My daughter’s rugged-looking Muxy needs to wear an
insulated jacket when it’s in the forties. But no matter
how cold, snowy, or windy, Pip relishes winter, again au
naturel. I hover at the backdoor, but she usually stays
outdoors 10 or even 20 minutes when it’s twenty below
or worse.
What is she doing out there for so long? Sometimes
she gets the zoomies, running circles in the large patch of
yard we keep shoveled just for her. But then a squirrel or
bird grabs her attention and off she goes, charging out
beyond the shoveled patch. From the house, we see the
top of her otter-like undulations through the deep snow.
It seems like a lot of work to get from here to there, but
she never seems to tire of it.
When I can’t stand it anymore, thinking she must be
freezing, I call and she finally, usually reluctantly, comes
in. And of course her thick coat is covered with snow. We
keep a big towel by the back door to dry her off. Her face,
head, back, tail, and sides are easy. But marble-like
snowballs stick to her legs, feet, and belly. Those are tricky
to get out without pulling her fur, but I can’t leave them

in—she’d leave a puddle wherever she settled, to say nothing of having those icy balls pressing against her tummy.
We don’t use salt or other de-icers in the backyard,
and regardless of temperature, Pip’s feet never seem to
get cold out there. Unfortunately, most of the sidewalks
in our neighborhood, all the roads, and most of the
paved hiking trails where we go birding are maintained
with de-icing products, which are horrible for her feet.
She holds up one paw, then another, whimpering and
looking tragic, but I cannot get her to wear doggy
booties. That makes winter birding with her difficult.
I have a few favorite salt-free paths I can take Pip for
winter walks, but I have to limit our visits to my favorite
country roads unless we stay in the car. Of course, that
isn’t so bad—I’ve seen lots of wonderful birds with Pip
from the car, and I stay cozy, too. Having her at my side
makes it all worth it.
Pip in the
winter woods

Pip on a
winter road

After a day of birding,
Pip snuggles into my
jacket in the front seat

Laura Erickson’s webpage, with links to her birding blog,
podcast, and book titles, is www.lauraerickson.com.
She also maintains a blog for “Pip the Birding Dog” at
pip.lauraerickson.com.
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Q

What is a double coat and why is it undesirable?
A dog that has a soft undercoat and harsher outer
coat has a double coat. The undercoat is fine and
soft, can be a lighter color than the outer coat, and is
the coat that sheds in a shedding dog. It’s undesirable
because the breed standard for the Havana Silk Dog
calls for a single coat. Some Silks do have a slight
undercoat, but breeders are working to eliminate it
from the breed. An undercoat makes the coat harder
to manage. If your Silk has an undercoat, you’ll need
to be more diligent in combing it out each time you
groom your dog.
My dog’s hair always covers its eyes. Should I
cut it back? If not, what can I do?
Cutting the hair isn’t a good idea unless you’re
going to keep up with it so that it doesn’t become
bristly. Styling gels aren’t a good idea because they can
make the coat feel crispy. Use bows to keep the hair
out of the eyes to help decrease tearing. If your dog’s
bangs are so thick that it’s running into things, you can
thin the hair that’s on top of its head that falls over its
eyes. Go up the mop of hair with thinning shears, but
not so far up that it grows out bristly.

A

Q
A

Q

How should I trim the hair around my dog’s feet?

A

Stand your dog in a stacked position so that its
front legs are under its shoulders and its hocks are
perpendicular to the ground (see show photos). Cut a
straight line across the front and back of all four legs,
forming a box. Then, trim the hair around the edges of
the box to form the final circle on the front feet and
oval on the hind feet. You may have to pick up one leg
and hold it so that you can get access to the other
foot, but start out with the dog stacked. For example,
lift the left front foot so that you can trim the inside of
the right front foot. Avoid cutting the hair too close and
don’t cut it so that it is chopped off above the nails. Do
trim the hair on the pads.

Grooming
Table
Q
A

What’s the ideal shape and size of a pin brush
for a long-haired Silk Dog? Square? Oval?
Pin size?
The shape and overall size of the brush is a
personal preference, so use whatever works best
for you. For pin size, a 1-inch length is a good choice.
Be sure you are using a pin brush and not a slicker, or
you’ll lose coat. A slicker could be used to help pull
apart and remove a mat, but not for daily brushing.

Q
A

Is there anything I can do to keep my Silk’s
long coat from tangling? Even when I brush
every day, mats appear.
The secret is to use a comb daily, not just a brush.
Also, the less product that you use in grooming
your Silk, the better, because product can build up on
the coat and cause it to mat. When you use only a
brush, it’s only too easy to do a superficial job and not
go through the whole coat. A common mistake is to
brush the top layer of hair and not get down to the
skin. The comb has long teeth that can help you make
sure you aren’t missing any mats.
These tips have been shared by Leah Smith of St. Paul,
Minnesota, who has been grooming dogs for 20 years and
currently keeps GCH Elfin Harlow’s Eternal Love (Rulei) and
CH Elfin Pearl’s Favorite Dancer (Diesel) in shape. Input also
provided by Dionne Franklin.

Do you have a grooming question you would like to
see answered in this column? Or a grooming tip to
share? Email questions and tips to the editor at
colleen.eagle@gmail.com

Havana Silk Dog Lovers Facebook Group: Update
by Fran Strauss
As many of you have read in the
Summer Silk Road, the HSD Facebook Group continues to be a social media favorite. It is a popular
source of information, featuring
photos of puppies to seniors,
companions to Grand Champions, plus announcements of new
litters, and sadly, news of the
passing of our favorite Silk dogs.
This season we also began
posting “theme” photos, as was

demonstrated by days and days of
photos of our Silks with the identical stuffed toy, “Lambie.” Many
members already had one or two,
while others were compelled to
buy one and then post their own
“Lambie” photo. This somewhat
silly yet endearing theme brought
days of smiles to the Group.
Of our 409 members, 306 are
active. During the month of
October there were more than

255 posts, an increase of 47% in
30 days!
The bonding among our
human members is heartwarming
and continues to grow. I don’t
believe there is another Facebook
group where kindness, support,
sound advice, and true belly
laughs abound.
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2019
HSDAA
Photo
Contest
by Cindy Lanigan

hat’s more photogenic than a Havana Silk Dog? Nothing, unless it’s
multiple Havana Silk Dogs! Now is a good time to start gathering
photos for the 2019 Photo Contest. We had so much fun and loved seeing all of
your great photos in our previous annual HSDAA photo contests, and are
looking forward to what we will see for the 2019 contest. Join the fun and start
thinking about your entries for the Sixth Annual HSDAA Photo Contest.
The first place photo will appear on the cover of the Summer 2019 Silk Road
and the second place photo will appear on the back cover.
Winning photos in each category will be highlighted in the Summer 2019 Silk
Road. All entries meeting specifications will be published in the Summer 2019
Silk Road so this is the perfect way to see your dog’s picture in our wonderful
breed magazine.
Photos must be magazine print quality, so here is a little more information on
what that means. Photo size must be at least 2600 x 3400 pixels, or 8.75 x 11.5
inches at 300 dpi (dots per inch). In general, phone photos will not meet this
resolution, so be sure to grab your camera for the best results. To be considered
for one of the top prizes (Silk Road cover), photo must be oriented vertically
(portrait, not landscape format). So rotate your camera and take a photo that is
taller than it is wide.
We’re not taking entries quite yet, but that doesn’t mean you can’t start
taking photos. More information will be posted on the website early next year
and in the Spring issue of the Silk Road.
Please remember, photos cannot have been published anywhere else
(including Facebook). So save some of your great shots for the contest.
Yup, Silks—it’s time for your owners to get out their cameras and catch you
being extra cute. How hard can that be?
Give us your best shot! As Stormy, whose second place photo appeared on
the back cover of our Summer 2018 Silk Road says, “I love being a model—I get
to run and get treats!”

Wishing you the Joy of Family
The Gift of Friends
Good Health and Happiness
Throughout the New Year!
Happiest Holidays to all
our Silk Friends!
Maggie and Family
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Congratulations
CH Elfin Pearl’s Favorite Dancer
“Diesel”

Thank you, Joanne “Doc” Baldwin
and Anita Yeager
for this sweet Silk boy.
Loved and adored by Lori Kasner, Canute Wendt, Pearl Goldsmith & Rulei
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Eleven Years in Virginia Beach,
2008–2018
by Dionne Franklin

I

t is with heavy hearts that we continue to say
goodbye to the first generation of Havana Silk Dogs.
This year we have lost several show and pet Silks who
were born prior to, or shortly after, the split in 2007. The
most distinguished of these is the winner of our very first
National Specialty Show. That dog, Curtis (DGCH
Bydand In The Mood At Concordia), sired many
puppies, and those puppies grew up to produce a new
generation of Silks to carry us forward. One of my own
bitches, Maya, is an offspring of Curtis, and his two
grandkids out of her just earned their own championships at the 2018 National. Another Curtis daughter,
Genny, repeated her win as Best in Specialty Show at that
show. As news of the passing of our most prolific show
dog spread, many people who have been with the
HSDAA since the beginning were prompted to ponder
how far we have come since we left the Havanese breed.
One way to do that is to look at the history of that yearly
sentinel show and see where both the Club and the breed
have gone from that first year when Curtis was crowned
Best of Breed.

2007
Not six months after the split from Havanese, the membership of the HSDAA was organized enough to both get
its breed recognized by a dog-show-giving organization,
the North American Kennel Club (NAKC), and put
together breed specialties before the end of the year.
There was not a National Specialty, but there were shows
at which Havana Silk Dogs could earn points as Havana
Silk Dogs in conformation events held in Florida and
Virginia. My bitch, Chili, was too young to compete so I
did not attend any of these events, but the reviews were
positive all the way around.
Perhaps this is a good time to stop and clarify what a
National Specialty is for those who do not show their
Silks. Most people go to shows that are close to home
because it is far cheaper and more practical to travel with
dogs by car than by plane, and there is only so far one
can go in a car in one day. So when Clubs plan out their
show calendar for the year, they expect each show will
draw breeders and fanciers who live within the region
where the show is being held. Thus they are called
“Regional Specialties.”
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However, at some point everyone needs to get
together to make sure that the breeders across the regions
are on the same page. Once a year most dog breed clubs
host a larger show that offers special awards that cannot
be earned at any other show in order to draw people
from across the United States to attend. That big annual
show is called a National Specialty show, and HSDAA’s
first National was held in October 2008.
2008
The excitement was palpable. I had never been to a
National Specialty show of any kind, and I did not know
how it would be different from the Regional shows
beyond having more dogs and people present. I was
surprised to arrive at the hotel and discover that ballrooms had been rented for seminars, grooming space,
showing, and eating within the Wyndham Oceanfront
Hotel so that the event was self-contained. Everything
was in one place, as was everyone. There were Silks
around every corner, a circumstance most pleasant. Prior
to arriving in Virginia Beach, the logo, which was
designed by Steve Harris, was unveiled and made available on various items via an internet marketplace. Many
people showed up decked out in their HSDAA First
National Specialty swag. The aforementioned Curtis was
the dog featured in the logo, so it was quite fitting that he
took home the BOB rosette.
The festivities began on a Thursday with Hospitality
opening with the DiSimones in charge of our food and
beverage needs. The fare was hors d’oeuvres style food
rather than a full-on sit-down meal, but there were
prawns, so we were all impressed. Welcome bags
containing Halloween candy greeted us. Friday was a day
of educational seminars put on for the benefit of less
experienced exhibitors and to distribute information to
Silk breeders, including one by a featured speaker. The
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) test was offered on Friday
by Kay Rodgers.
I also remember the kids. Halloween was the first day,
and the show organizers wanted to make sure that was
not a reason why younger members with children opted
not to come to the show. The costumed youngsters were
given a list of rooms where HSDAA members were
staying and went trick-or-treating among those in

attendance. We were forewarned to bring candy to hand
out to avoid becoming the target of our spirited candy
seekers. They also had their own handling competition,
Rising Stars, with rosettes and wild applause. There was
some concern beforehand that having the National on a
Halloween weekend would turn out badly, but someone
came up with the idea of doing a doggy costume parade
and a tradition was born. Participation was enthusiastic,
and the competition to bring the best costume was
more intense than expected. People went all out, and
winning the costume parade became a goal for many
National attendees.
The top prize at the show was Best of Breed (BOB),
and there was no shortage of competitors to take it
home. The show was in a last-dog-standing format, with
non-champion dogs competing in the classes for the
chance to move on to the final round. The Winners Dog
and Winners Bitch then joined the champions to compete for BOB. The ring was packed full of foundation
dogs and their offspring, first- and second-generation
Silk Dogs, for the most part. For that reason, there was
more variation in the breed then, particularly if you
looked at the size and coats, but the dogs were still far
more homogenous than what could be found in a
Havanese ring. There were actually two shows that weekend, one on Saturday and one on Sunday, but only the
first show on Saturday was the National. The second
show was a regional specialty. Until this year, when we
had three shows for the first time, there have been two
shows each year with one being the National and one
being a regional specialty. The shows were long because
of the sheer number of dogs present and the fact that just
about all of them were class dogs. For many owners it
was only their first or second show weekend with
HSDAA, and their dogs did not have enough points to
move up to the smaller BOB ring. That first day we
showed until late afternoon. (After 2008, the second
show was split up over Saturday and Sunday, and it has
been the National Specialty ever since.)
The day was not done, because after that long show
we ran to our rooms to change clothes and feed our dogs,
then we packed into a separate banquet hall to sit down
and share a meal together while the older kids dogsat in
the grooming room. A dance troupe rocking Middle
Eastern dress and music provided entertainment while
we dined at the buffet-style banquet. There were
mementos of the occasion on each of our chairs, a bag
with the National Specialty logo, and commemorative
glasses on the tables. At the end of the meal there was an

annual meeting, short awards ceremony, and a live auction that lasted forever. A pop-up mini bazaar filled with
items that were made by our talented members, as well
as outside vendors, appeared in the halls outside the
grooming and show areas, so there was shopping to be
done.
That first year set the tone and served as a blueprint
for subsequent years.
2009
Again the atmosphere
was charged, and
people showed up in
clothing that bore the
National logo for
2009. Though there
was not as large a turnout as there had been the year
before, it was still robust, and we easily filled the ballrooms that were rented for the occasion. The biggest
changes from the first National were 1) the show
weekend was expanded to four days, with seminars on
Thursday and the regional specialty on Friday; 2) after
the show that seemed to never end the year before, the
National itself was split into two days to accommodate
the large number of class dogs; and 3) a CERF and
patella clinic was offered. The annual meeting was held
separately on Friday instead of after the banquet, which
was more conducive to discussion and debate. The
banquet was still on Saturday, and we still held an
auction to raise money, but the majority of it was done
before and during dinner by silent bid. Doc Baldwin,
who had been the auctioneer the previous year, conducted a live auction with the items that were expected
to bring in higher bids. Two members got into a bidding
war over two Silk Dog pictures drawn by Diane Klumb
and colored by Doc. Once again there were bags with the
new logo on the chairs and commemorative glasses on
the table for us to take home.
The costume parade was moved upstairs to the show
room due to the enthusiastic participation rate. Kay
Rodgers did a rally demonstration in addition to offering
the CGC test. Several people had dogs with titles in rally,
and there seemed to be a lot of general interest by those
who did not. Another new addition was the Puppy
Match, judged by Ann Carille, and it was also wildly
popular. It was quite amusing to see tiny puppies on
show leads flailing like caught fish as they tried unsuccessfully to break free. A few of them succeeded and
returned to the wild.
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During the second day of the National, the special
classes were held prior to the BOB ring, which meant
that the judge saw some of the champion dogs in Stud
Dog and Brood Bitch prior to seeing them in the ring to
compete for Best of Breed. That was a contentious
decision and was the subject of discussion at the next
membership meeting. Unfortunately, that did not take
place until the next National. A 71⁄2-month-old puppy
named Derby (CH Black Birch Run For The Roses) won
the top prize in 2009. I remember his age because he is
the littermate of my foundation bitch. It is the only year
that a puppy has ever won the National.
Otherwise 2009 was like 2008—there were kids trickor-treating, food and drinks in Hospitality, and Silks as
far as the eye could see. I will move forward by talking
about how things changed from year to year rather than
covering what stayed the same.
2010
The National in 2010 was the last supervised by the
original Board of Directors for the Club. At the annual
meeting the Board announced the end of mandatory
conformation evaluations (they were reinstated in
September 2014) and discussed a proposed standard
revision that would allow the naturally-occurring
spaniel-coated variety of our breed to be shown. These
dogs were dubbed “Satins.” Charter members Beth Johnson and Kim Sherburn were in charge of Hospitality, and
the pair introduced home-cooked meals to the menu so
that members did not have to depend on the crowded
hotel restaurant. A new award was added for champion
dogs over age 7 called Senior Silk. We already had a special class to award Best Stud Dog and Best Brood Bitch.
These three awards were available only at the National
Specialty. Though it was discussed at the annual meeting,
the special classes were not moved to after the BOB ring,
and continued to be judged before the National Specialty
winner was chosen.
2011
This was a year of major changes in the organization, but
the National was much the same as in previous years.
Kirby (BGCH Bydand U Bet Your Life At Concordia)
was crowned BOB again in 2011, becoming the first Silk
to win the title in back-to-back years. Three other Silks,
Curtis, Crosby, and Genny, have also won the National in
two successive years.
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2012
Several more special
classes were added in
2012. They were Best
Generations, Best Puppy
in Sweepstakes, and Best
Brace. Best Generations is an
entry of at least three direct vertical generations of a family tree that are judged for consistency and quality. Best
Puppy in Sweepstakes is a cash prize competition for
puppies 4–12 months old that replaced the optional Best
Puppy award for Silks 6–18 months old. The judging,
split into companion and certified classes, was conducted
by a three-judge panel made up of members, while Best
Puppy had been handed out by the National show judge.
HSDAA continued to offer a baby-puppy match at the
National for puppies that were not old enough to compete in the Puppy Sweepstakes. Best Brace is an entry of
two dogs that share a parent, or an owner, moving in the
ring together that are judged for both breed type and
similarity of appearance and movement. With the newly
expanded number of special classes, a separate person
was assigned to acquire prizes and rosettes for those
awards that year, and the first time we used the large
handmade rosettes.
2013
This year was notable because another special class was
added to the schedule. Best Bred By is a coveted award
given to exhibitors handling dogs that they themselves
bred. The exhibitor does not have to own the dog. Doc’s
Karma (GCH Elfin Black Pearl) won the very first Bred
By award. If I recall correctly, this was the last year that
special classes were held before BOB.
2014
Seven years into the Club’s history we had a new issue.
Now that most dogs had shown for awhile, only new
puppies lacked their championships and showed in the
regular classes, making the classes small. The BOB ring,
on the other hand, was now huge and often had to be
split up during judging. The Grand Championship was
created so that champion dogs had further titles to earn,
and the champion dogs were split up between those that
achieved Grand Champion status and those that had not.
The top prize was now Best in Specialty Show (BISS),
while the BOB ring became an elimination round with

the winner moving on to compete for BISS. In addition,
after popular demand, the first rally trials were held with
spectacular attendance.
2015
The only major change that comes to mind is that Kay
Rodgers was not there to do a rally demonstration and
administer CGC testing as she had been in years past.
Cathy Foldesi stepped forward to offer these services to
our members. There were rally trials held, and the interest level continued to be high. There were some changes
for those showing older dogs. Senior Silk was re-named
Best Veteran for champion dogs over age 7. The Veteran
Class in the regular classes for non-champion Silks over
age 7 was eliminated.
2016
This was the only National Specialty that I did not
attend. Sadly, it was the last one that Doc went to as she
passed away the following March. There were not many
changes made. The Best Veteran special class was replaced by Best Veteran in Sweepstakes. Now the dogs
over 7 years old competed for cash prizes in the same
format as the Puppy Sweepstakes.
2017
There were more non-show activities featured at the
National in 2017, with a multi-event Silk Fair and Charity Beach Walk held on Friday afternoon. The Fair
included lunch, a nose work and rally demonstration, pet
clips tutorial, and raffle for custom-made Silk-themed
prizes. The Charity Beach Walk was held in honor of Doc.
2018
For the first time there was a third show added on
Thursday afternoon. To accommodate a third show, the
National schedule was rearranged to distribute the
seminars throughout the weekend instead of having
them all on Thursday. Though this was the 11th National
Specialty, it marked our 10th anniversary of our members heading to Virginia Beach for our National show.

Silk Road
Supporters—
Thank You!

Future National Shows
We will return to Virginia Beach in 2019, though it is unclear if we will continue to hold the National there going
forward. Polling of the membership with a survey
showed that many prefer other locations over Virginia
Beach, and those may be explored as possible future sites.
Wherever we end up, one thing is certain. Silks are gonna’
have fun!
Note: All titles reflect the dog’s current title.

2019 HSDAA Shows
CONFIRMED
HSDAA Regional Specialty Show
in conjunction with ICE
Hilton Garden Inn • (863) 647-0066
Lakeland, Florida • April 27–28, 2019
Blue Ridge Silk Lovers' Classic
HSDAA Regional Specialty Show
Richmond, Virginia • June 8–9, 2019
2019 National Specialty
November 6–10, 2019
Virginia Beach, Virginia

TENTATIVE
HSDAA Regional Specialty Show
in conjunction with ICE
Loveland, Colorado • May 2019

www.havanasilkdog.org

Janie Barth
Dionne Franklin
Lonnie Wittenberg
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HSDAA’s Biggest Event of the Year—
the 2018 National Specialty
by Barbara Theisen

his was my eighth time attending the HSDAA
National Specialty and it was certainly one of the
best. What really makes this event special are all the
great people and gorgeous dogs. The event was once
again held at the Wyndham Oceanfront in Virginia
Beach, which offers a lovely setting right on the beach.
Every morning I witnessed a spectacular sunrise over the
Atlantic Ocean while walking my Havana Silk Dog
puppy, Moki. What a great way to start the day.

T

A chance to socialize
Every National Specialty offers our members a wonderful opportunity to socialize with other Havana Silk Dog
owners while our dogs get to socialize with other Havana
Silk Dogs. Win! Win! We have use of a Hospitality suite
where members can relax and get caught up with old
friends and meet new ones. Naturally, our dogs are
welcome, too.
Thanks to the generosity of several of our members,
we were offered delicious food multiple times throughout
our stay. Although Moki and I missed the Wednesday
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evening pizza party (wheels down at 11 p.m. local for us),
as did our traveling companions Renee Kuharski and
Ziggy, I heard it was a great way to welcome members to
the National Specialty. I did enjoy lunch in the Hospitality suite on subsequent days. Being able to grab a quick
lunch between shows and seminars is a real benefit to our
members. What makes it doubly nice is being able to
enjoy it with good friends.
Although our dogs were always welcome to play in the
Hospitality suite, we were offered a special “playdate” on
Thursday evening in the grooming room where our dogs
could runlikehell!
Free seminars
HSDAA offered free seminars on a variety of topics of
interest to our members. On Thursday morning Moki
and I attended a Handling Seminar put on by professional handler Donald Jernigan. The session was well
attended by our members, and I know that I appreciated
the knowledge that Mr. Jernigan shared. Because this was
Moki’s first show, at the tender age of just 6 months, and
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because I don’t have much experience as a handler, it was
a great chance to practice our skills.
Fellow Performance Committee member Cathy
Foldesi, with the help of her husband, Les, set up a demo
rally trial to explain just how rally works. Rally is great
fun as you work together to navigate a course with
numbered signs indicating different exercises to perform.
Silk Dogs love rally for the simple reasons that they’re
smart, they love to please, and they enjoy doing things
with their owners. We hope to bring back rally trials to
the National Specialty in the future, giving your HSD a
chance to earn a title in rally.
Friday’s seminars included a Massage Demonstration
with Amy Petersen. After explaining the benefits that
massage can have for dogs, Amy offered massage sessions
where I saw quite a few dogs relaxing under her healing
hands. This was followed by a Grooming Seminar with
Teresa Campbell—an interactive question and answer
session where we all learned how to communicate better
with a groomer. To wrap things up, Rhena Leland
presented a seminar on Kangen Water, electrolyticallyreduced, hydrogen-rich water that works to restore your
body to a more alkaline state, which is optimal for good
health for both you and your dog.
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) testing and possible
Trick Dog Testing next year
HSDAA Member Cathy Foldesi is an official CGC tester
and offered our members a chance for their dogs to earn
their CGC title. (See separate story for details). But I
wanted to mention that Cathy hinted that next year, in
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addition to offering CGC testing, she might offer Trick
Dog testing, too! Does your dog have talent? Start
thinking now about getting its Trick Dog title. For dogs
who have a CGC title, they must perform just five tricks.
Those who don’t will need to entertain us with ten tricks.
Look for more information in an upcoming Silk Road.
Halloween Pup Party
Our dogs sure know how to have a good time! Saturday
afternoon they came dressed in their finest Halloween
garb to the best dog party ever. Marge Feiner kept us all
entertained with a lineup of fun activities. We started with
the Halloween Costume “Pawrade” judged by Janie Barth
who came to enjoy our shows and hopes to be a new
Havana Silk Dog owner soon. There were so many great
costumes, but in the end, Janie chose Susan and Henry
Gunter’s Charlotte as winner. Charlotte was decked out in
a fancy red dress with an open cigar box on her back filled
with Cuban cigars. Next, the dogs had to earn their Halloween party treat by showing us their tricks, and then
each dog had an opportunity to go out one at a time to
grab something of their choosing, either a favorite new
toy or a mug containing a yummy-smelling bully stick.
Finally, dogs and owners alike loved a hilarious doggy
version of musical chairs. A good time was had by all!
OFA Eye testing
Each year we’re lucky to have a board-certified
ophthalmologist, Dr. Michael Blair, perform eye exams
on our dogs during our Specialty. This is one of the
health exams required for HSD certification, but I was
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impressed with the number of our companion dogs that
also got tested.

donated by members and even corporate sponsors such
as Chewy. After posting our bids, we sat down for a
delicious Cuban dinner of grilled chicken with citrus
lime glaze, Cuban-style pork, rice, black beans, fried
plantains, and more. The dessert table was filled with
scrumptious pies and cheesecake.
After dinner, Renee Kuharski presented awards to our
new Grand Champions, and Suzanne LaCosse and Cathy
Foldesi presented our first-ever Doc Baldwin Cardinal
Awards. (See separate stories honoring these remarkable
dogs and equally remarkable people.)
Gretchen Kellas then
put on her auctioneer
hat, and along with her
hilarious sidekick, Cathy
Foldesi, entertained us
with a live auction to
raise money for our

HALLOWEEN PHOTOS COURTESY DON SPENCE

Saturday Night Gala
Saturday night is our annual HSDAA celebration and I
thought it was one of the nicest I’ve attended. This year’s
banquet had a Cuban theme, reflecting our dogs’
heritage. The room sported palm trees, and each table
was beautifully decorated with colorful paper flowers
placed in bright yellow Café Bustelo cans and sprinkled
with dominoes, lending an authentic Cuban atmosphere.
We started the evening activities with a silent auction
where we all kept busy looking over the fabulous items

Virginia Beach, Virginia1
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Mary O’Day and
Helen Conticchio Receive
First HSDAA Doc Baldwin
Cardinal Awards
by Suzanne LaCosse
ary O’Day was chosen for the 2017 Cardinal
Award for her remarkable work holding the
HSDAA together after the death of our beloved
Doc. Mary
has worked tirelessly to help our
breed and
Association grow.
There were many
obstacles the
Board needed to
deal with before
our Association
could move forward. Mary was
the one who, with
the help of other Board members, put in hours of
brainstorming and took action to help overcome the
obstacles in the way of our group. Mary showed
leadership and support in pulling the Board and
Association together. For these reasons, Mary was
chosen the 2017 Cardinal Award winner.

M

trophy fund. As always, the lively bidding kept us all on
the edge of our seats. At the same time, Lori Kasner and
Canute Wendt were wrapping up our very successful
online auction, which had been going on for over a week.
(See separate story for details.)
Pet portraits
For the first time, HSDAA had a professional photographer on hand to do our win photos. Tom Feist of Photos
by Feist also offered no obligation pet portraits, and I was
happy to see so many of our members take advantage of
Tom’s patience, humor, and skill in getting fantastic
photos of our beautiful dogs. I hope we can get him back
again next year.
Showing off our dogs
Dog shows aren’t beauty contests, but I will say that every
single dog entered in our shows was beautiful! For the
first time, we offered three shows (instead of two) over
the course of our National Specialty weekend. This gave
our attendees an extra show in which to earn points
toward their Junior Championship, Championship, or
Grand Championship. It also gave us all an extra show in
which to gain more ring experience.
Our first show, one of two Virginia Beach Regional
Specialties, was held on Thursday afternoon. Upon
check-in for the show, we all received a Welcome bag
filled with goodies (dog toys, human treats, and all sorts
of doggy fun stuff!) donated by generous members.

Helen Conticchio was chosen the Cardinal Award
winner for 2018 for her exemplary promotion of our
beloved Havana Silk Dogs. Helen has worked hard
making sure that
dogs working toward certification
receive the evaluation they need for
certification. She is
constantly working
on ideas to promote our breed.
This is so important because the
only way we can
grow our breed is
to make the Havana Silk Dog known to the general
public. Helen always does all she can to welcome
new members at our shows. She spends time with
them answering their questions and making them
feel welcome and a part of our organization. For
these reasons, we felt Helen was the perfect person
for the 2018 Cardinal Award.
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We all enjoyed meeting new members Janet Mulligan
with puppy Hunter, and Pat and Tom DeLanzo with
their new puppy, Gere. Both were competing in their first
HSDAA show. It was also great to meet Carol Phillips
who came with her Silks, Bari and Jax, both to watch the
show and have a family reunion with Marge Feiner’s
Dora and siblings. (Hunter, Gere, and Jax were part of
Dora’s Olympiads litter.) Seeing Cindy Calhoun with her
two Satins, Wendy and Mattie, as well as her Silk, Lili,
was equally a pleasure. It’s fun to show, but it’s also fun
to watch!
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Judge Dory Hofmann was thorough and took the
needed time to properly judge our dogs. Competing in
her first show ever, six-month old Moki entered the ring
with tail wagging and loved showing off. As Winner’s
Bitch, she advanced to the Best of Breed ring where she
again did a great job. As the judge was going over the
many Champion dogs, I could feel Moki sort of melting
in my hands as she stacked on the floor. She was ready for
puppy nap time but hung in there. Finally, after quite
some time, she was called to the center of the ring with
a number of other dogs for a final evaluation by the
judge. That’s when little Moki had enough and lay down,
flat on her side, and started snoozing in the ring as the
audience chuckled in sympathetic appreciation.
Nonetheless, she won Best of Winners (BOW) and left
the ring the same way she had entered,
with tail wagging.
Mimi, owned by Mary O’Day, won Best
of Breed (BOB), advancing to the BISS ring
with the Grand Champions. Dina and Steve
Liner’s Lolita took top honors as Best in
Specialty Show (BISS), and Mary O’Day’s
Genny won Reserve Best in Specialty Show
(RBISS).
We had a nice turnout of companion
dogs competing this year, including Tippy,
owned by Ruth and John Martin, and
Zeke, owned by Deidre and Tom Cauble.
For both Tippy and Zeke, this was only
their second show weekend, and both did
very well. In Thursday’s show, Gloria and
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Dave Sharrar’s Roberto won Companion BOB while
sweet little Maggie, who came all the way from California with owner Lonnie Steinberg Wittenberg, won Companion Best of Opposite Sex (BOS). Both Roberto and
Maggie would go on to repeat these wins in the next two
shows. Roberto also won top honors Thursday as Companion BISS.
Friday morning we all met ringside for the start of our
second Virginia Beach Regional Specialty. Once again,
the dogs looked lovely, making it a difficult job for Judge
Dr. Norbert Dee to choose his winners.
Just as in Thursday’s show, we had three provisional
puppies competing in their first show as well as seven
experienced certified Grand Champions. We had a variety of class dogs (earning points toward their Junior
Championship or Championship) and a large Best of
Breed ring, consisting of Junior Champions under
2 years of age and Champions over 2 years old. In the
companion ring, Misty Lanigan, traveling from Kansas
with owners Cindy and Steve, looked lovely as she won
the Companion BISS. In the certified ring, Ziggy won an
AOM, giving him enough points to earn his Grand

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Honoring Doc Baldwin’s Memory
Through the Cardinal Award
by Cathy Foldesi
he Doc Baldwin Cardinal Award is given out
annually at the National Specialty to an HSDAA
regular member who best exemplifies the
attributes of high character, unselfish attitude, is a
positive role model with unquestionable integrity,
and a true sportsman. Both Suzanne LaCosse and I
served on the committee for this first year, and considered four nominations.
The initial idea for the Doc Baldwin Cardinal
Award was mine. My intent was simply to honor
Doc. I want the winners of the Cardinal Award to
exemplify the love of our Silks that Doc felt. Many of
our HSDAA members technically are eligible to win
the Cardinal Award as it is not meant to be a popularity contest. It is to recognize HSDAA members
who have a true passion for our Association, and
most of all, have a true love for our Havana Silk
Dogs, as did Doc.
To continue honoring the memory of Doc each
year through this special award, the HSDAA Board
will select a new committee to choose the winner
for the current year. It is important our members
consider carefully the award’s criteria and send in
nominations for future award winners who love our
Silks. The Nomination form is available on the Club’s
website: havanasilkdog.org.

T
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
by Mary O’Day
ur 11th Annual National Specialty was a great
success that was only made possible with the
help and dedication of our members. Special
thanks to the following members for making this
a spectacular event:
u Barb Theisen, who was our show secretary and
put together the wonderful catalog. This is a laborintensive, no-glory job, which Barb did flawlessly.
This was easily our best catalog ever!
u Marilyn Spence, who ran the show table, organized
and ran the seminars, ordered rosettes, and allowed
a ton of stuff to be shipped to her house that she
carted back and forth. Wow! Marilyn performed all
of this with style, grace, and calm, and always with
a smile. Thanks to Chewy, Misty, and Oliver for
keeping us hopping at the show table.

O

u Helen and Frank Conticchio, who secured and
educated the judges, and to Frank especially for
serving as the ring steward, which kept him on
his feet in the ring for four days in a row for a
good part of each day. We had no judging errors
or controversy. Everything was perfect and ran
without a hitch.
u Gretchen Kellas, who organized and ran the
seminars with Marilyn, but also ran the silent and
live auctions and acted as auctioneer extraordinaire. Gretchen was extremely funny and entertaining. As many of you know, Doc served as our
auctioneer for many years, and when Gretchen
volunteered to step into this role, I was a little
skeptical, but Gretchen with help from Cathy Foldesi pulled it off beautifully. Gretchen also tirelessly
carted tons of stuff people mailed to her house for
the auction and Welcome Bags. Gretchen also
helped secure our wonderful photographer.
u Debbie Ezzell, who ran Hospitality for four whole
days and ordered lunches, made scrumptious
food, and hauled an incredible amount of drinks
and food. Everything was delicious and perfect.
u Canute Wendt and Lori Kasner, who ran the
incredibly successful online auction, which raised
over $1200 for the Club, and who donated almost
all of the items themselves. Lori also ordered the
very special judges’ gifts.
u Renee Kuharski, who organized and assembled
the Welcome Bags, which everyone who attended
received. The bags were especially full and inter-
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esting this year. Thanks as well to everyone who
contributed to the Welcome Bags. The Club buys
the bags, but we rely on our members to buy
items to fill them. Renee also did a great job
ordering and distributing our National Specialty
trophies. Renee also did a heartfelt and memorable job at our Awards Banquet presenting our
Grand Championship plaques.
u Les and Cathy Foldesi, who were in charge of
grounds patrol. Cathy also conducted CGC testing
and ran a rally demonstration and run-through.
Cathy was also very funny as the auctioneer’s
assistant.
u Cindy Lanigan and Lonnie Steinberg Wittenberg,
who organized and decorated the show room for
the Awards Banquet. This was probably our best
banquet ever, and the Cuban theme was great.
u Marge Feiner, who ran the Halloween Pup Party
on Saturday afternoon. This was an extremely wellattended and fun afternoon. Marge really showed
her creativity, and everyone had a good time.
u Suzanne LaCosse, who organized and hosted the
much needed “playdate” for all Silks on Thursday
evening. It provided a fun and relaxing night for
our Silks, and they enjoyed a runlikehell for several
hours.
u Suzanne LaCosse and Cathy Foldesi, who
planned and ran our Eye Clinic. Dr. Michael Blair
did OFA eye exams on approximately 30 dogs that
attended the show.
u Colleen Eagle, who organized and ran the
Sweeps, and also to member judges Deb Ezzell,
Dionne Franklin, Sharon Martin, and Marilyn
Spence.
Many heartfelt thanks to all of you who agreed to
help with whatever came up when needed. I must
have asked most attendees to run and get me something or help on the spot, and every single person I
asked agreed to do so without hesitation. Really an
amazing group of people!
Thanks to all the auction donors, Welcome Bag
donors, and Hospitality donors.
Last but not least, congratulations to all of the
doggy participants, whether or not they left with a
rosette. The dogs were well behaved and beautiful.
Can’t wait ‘til next year!

October 31–November 4, 2018

Championship, which thrilled owner Renee Kuharski.
Misty Spence, owned by Marilyn and Don, won BOB
and advanced to the BISS ring where Lolita was chosen
as RBISS and Genny earned top spot as BISS.
Our National Specialty show began on Saturday
morning with the class dogs and the Sweepstakes and
continued Sunday with the BOB and BISS rings, finishing with our nonregular classes (special classes held only
at the Specialty).
Judge Nina Dee didn’t have it any easier choosing her
winners than her predecessors. On Saturday morning,
several dogs earned points for new titles, capping a successful weekend where eight Silks advanced, putting
smiles on their owners’ faces: companion dogs Zeke,
Tippy, and Oliver, certified dogs Carlos and Diesel, and
certified bitches Cherokee, Joanne, and Sioux. (See the
New Awards section for official photos and details.)

Virginia Beach, Virginia

In the Puppy Sweepstakes, Moki won Best Puppy! It
was wonderful seeing Mary and Lyle Cisney at the show
with their lovely Hula. She was entered in the Veterans
Sweepstakes, which was won by her littermate sister,
Lolita.
We all got to sleep in an extra hour on Sunday
morning due to the time change, so everyone was ready
to continue with the National Specialty at 9 a.m. sharp.
We started with the Companion Best of Breed ring where
Gloria showed her handsome Roberto to a BOB. Gloria
was over the moon that he earned enough points to get
his Companion Grand Championship. Maggie won BOS
for the third time over the weekend, and in the final
Companion class of the National Specialty, lovely Misty
Lanigan took top honors with her BISS win. She graces
the back cover of this issue.
Next was the highly competitive Certified BOB ring
where Misty Spence was named BOB, earning enough
points for her Grand Championship! Colleen Eagle was
thrilled when her handsome Hopi won BOS for the third
time this weekend.
Misty advanced to the BISS class with the seven Grand
Champions. What stunning dogs! Mary O’Day’s Genny
was named BISS for the second year in a row, and her
son, Crosby, won RBISS. You can see Genny on the front
cover.
The next group of dogs in the ring were the stud dogs
and their get, with three entries in this special class. Judge
Dee praised all of them and chose Helen and Frank
Conticchio’s Crosby as top stud dog. The Brood Bitch
class with its three entries was also worthy of the judge’s
admiration, and Genny won the class.
(continued on page 57)
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2018 National Specialty
Show Fund-Raising Auctions
by Canute Wendt
he annual HSDAA silent/live auction was held on Saturday
evening, November 3, in conjunction with the National
Specialty Awards Banquet. This year’s silent auction was led
by Gloria Sharrar and Gretchen Kellas. Gretchen also served as
the live auctioneer for the live auction with assistance from Cathy
Foldesi. There was a total of 43 items for bidding at the silent
auction, donated by our generous HSDAA members.
The 2018 silent auction at this year’s National Specialty raised
$1,589.00.
The second HSDAA online auction was held in conjunction
with the National Specialty show, with bidding open Friday,
October 26 through Saturday, November 3. Twenty items donated
by members, including HSDAA President Mary O’Day, Canute
Wendt, and Lori Kasner, were listed for bidding on the 32auctions
site. This year’s marketing plan for the online auction included an
email to HSDAA members, multiple feature item posts on the
Havana Silk Dog Lovers Facebook group page, and publicizing
the online auction outside of the HSDAA to increase fund-raising
revenue. All 20 items listed were sold and shipped free of charge
to the winning bidders.
The 2018 online auction raised $1,235.00 for the HSDAA.
All in all, our auction efforts were a great success, raising a
grand total of $2,824.00!
If you would like to assist with 2019 HSDAA fund-raising
efforts, please reach out to Mary.oday@klgates.com.

T

Two popular items that sparked bidding wars during the live auction
were the fused glass panels created and donated by Janet Mulligan.
This art work, sold to separate bidders, raised a combined total of
$230.00!
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October 25–29,
31–November
2017
4, 2018
The Brace class is always entertaining to watch (or to
handle). Two dogs similar in appearance, performing in
unison, are shown together. We had three entries, and all
six dogs and three handlers performed extremely well.
Sioux and Cherokee, owned and handled by Dionne
Franklin, were chosen as the winners. The final class
of the National Specialty was the Bred By. There
were four deserving
entries, and Dionne’s
Sioux was named the
winner.
With all trophies
and rosettes presented,
the 2018 National
Specialty came to an
end. Complete show
results with gorgeous
win photos can be
found on the following pages.

Virginia Beach, Virginia
Last thoughts
The show might be over,
but as always, there was
still a buzz of activity—
show photos to be taken,
final results to be tallied,
picking up to do, and
show supplies to pack.
Then there are the good-byes, with some people hurrying off to catch a flight home and others who could
linger a bit longer.
I was finally able to get Moki to the beach that had
beckoned since our arrival. It was her first time with toes
in the sand, and she enjoyed every minute, especially since
she got to run with her buddies Ziggy, Misty, and Stormy.
As I reflected over the past few days, I was impressed by
all the hard-working volunteers who helped make the
2018 National Specialty run so smoothly. It takes a lot of
hard work from a lot of people, but it’s all worth it.

Canine Good Citizen Award at the National
by Cathy Foldesi
he American Kennel Club’s (AKC) Canine Good
Citizen (CGC) Program is designed to reward dogs
who have good manners at home and in the
community. Its 10-step test stresses responsible pet
ownership for owners and basic good manners for
dogs. All dogs who pass may apply for and receive a
certificate from the AKC.
For the second year Les and I offered the CGC
test at the National. This year we had four dog and
handler teams pass the test. It was a lot of fun and
continues to be a great way to demonstrate how
well-rounded our Silk Dogs are.
The following Silk Dog and handler teams passed
the test:

T

• CompBGCH Kailani’s Mountain Mist (Misty) and
Cindy Lanigan
• JrCH Kailani’s Que Sera Sera (Charlotte) and Susan
Gunter
• CompCH Kailani’s Margaery of House Witty
(Maggie) and Lonnie Wittenberg
The fourth dog was Ransome, a mixed-breed with
owner/handler Amy Peterson who was there to put
on the massage seminar.
More information on the CGC program is available
at: http://www.akc.org/dog-owners/training/
canine-good-citizen/.
Thank you all for taking the CGC. It was my pleasure to have all of you participate in the test.
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Regional Specialty 1

Best in
Specialty Show

Best of Breed

Award of Merit
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SGCH Elmico Dancing Lolita Sarita (Lolita)
Owners: Dina and Steve Liner

CH Ira Flupsie @ Tyburn Woods (Mimi)
Owner: Mary O’Day

GCH Dade Misty Inis Treasure Isle (Misty)
Owners: Marilyn and Donald Spence

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Reserve Best in
Specialty Show

Best of
Opposite Sex

Award of Merit

DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s
Tyburn Woods Ms. G (Genny)
Owner: Mary O’Day

CH Precioso Hopi Jaxon At Granite Dells (Hopi)
Owners: Colleen and David Eagle

JrCH Kailani’s Que Sera Sera (Charlotte)
Owner: Susan Gunter

Thursday, November 1, 2018

Best of Winners/
Winners Bitch

Kailani’s Mountain Flower Girl (Moki)
Owners: Barb and Tom Theisen

Black Birch Jivin’
Companion Best in Specialty toCompGCH
the Beat Roberto (Roberto)
Show/Best of Breed
Owners: Gloria and Dave Sharrar

Judge Dory Hofmann

Winners Dog

BellaLuz Kings Bay’s Hunter Springs (Hunter)
Owner: Janet Mulligan

Companion Best of
Opposite Sex

CompCH Kailani’s Margaery
of House Witty (Maggie)
Owner: Lonnie Steinberg Wittenberg

Regional Specialty 2 • Friday, November 2

Companion Award of
Merit/Winners Dog

CompJrCH Kailani Moon Dog
Sail the Seven Seas (Tippy)
Owners: Ruth and John Martin

Companion Award
of Merit

CompCH Dade Ezekiel
Champion of Cedarleaf (Zeke)
Owners: Deidre and Tom Cauble
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Regional Specialty 2

Best in
Specialty Show

Best of Breed

Award of Merit
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DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s
Tyburn Woods Ms. G (Genny)
Owner: Mary O’Day

GCH Dade Misty Inis Treasure Isle (Misty)
Owners: Marilyn and Donald Spence

CH Ira Flupsie @ Tyburn Woods (Mimi)
Owner: Mary O’Day

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Reserve Best in
Specialty Show

Best of
Opposite Sex

Award of Merit

SGCH Elmico Dancing
Lolita Sarita (Lolita)
Owners: Dina and Steve Liner

CH Precioso Hopi Jaxon At Granite Dells (Hopi)
Owners: Colleen and David Eagle

GCH Kailani Treasure of
Molasses Reef (Ziggy)
Owners: Renee Kuharski and Barb Theisen

Friday, November 2, 2018

Best of Winners/
Winners Dog

BellaLuz Kings Bay’s
Hunter Springs (Hunter)
Owner: Janet Mulligan

Companion Best in
Specialty Show

CompBGCH Kailani’s
Mountain Mist (Misty)
Owners: Cindy and Steve Lanigan

Companion Best of
Opposite Sex

CompCH Kailani’s Margaery
of House Witty (Maggie)
Owner: Lonnie Steinberg Wittenberg

Judge Dr. Norbert Dee

Winners Bitch

Companion Best
of Breed

Companion Award of
Merit/Winners Dog

JrCH Dade Revolution
Heart Of A Rebel (Joanne)
Owner: Dionne Franklin

CompGCH Black Birch Jivin’
to the Beat Roberto (Roberto)
Owners: Gloria and Dave Sharrar

CompCH Dade Oliver (Oliver)
Owners: Marilyn Spence and
Sheena Snyder
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National Specialty
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Virginia Beach, Virginia

Best in Specialty Show

DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s Tyburn Woods Ms. G (Genny)
Owner: Mary O’Day

Reserve Best in Specialty Show

BGCH Tyburn Woods I Get Ideas @ Concordia (Crosby)
Owners: Helen and Frank Conticchio

Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4, 2018

Best of Breed

Best of Opposite Sex

Judge Nina Dee

GCH Dade Misty Inis Treasure Isle (Misty)
Owners: Marilyn and Donald Spence

CH Precioso Hopi Jaxon At Granite Dells (Hopi)
Owners: Colleen and David Eagle
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National Specialty

Award of Merit

Best of Winners/
Winners Bitch

Stud Dog
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CH Tyburn Woods BellaLuz
Miss AdoraBelle (Dora)
Owner: Marjorie Feiner

CH Revolution Trail of Tears (Cherokee)
Owner: Dionne Franklin

BGCH Tyburn Woods I Get Ideas
@ Concordia (Crosby)
Owners: Helen and Frank Conticchio

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Award of Merit

Winners Dog

Brood Bitch

CH MaJesDy Deck the Halls (Holly)
Owners: Sharon and Clarence Martin

BellaLuz Kings Bay’s Hunter Springs
Owner: Janet Mulligan

DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s
Tyburn Woods Ms. G (Genny)
Owner: Mary O’Day

Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4, 2018

CH Revolution Cry For Wounded Knee (Sioux)
Owner: Dionne Franklin

Bred By

DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s
Tyburn Woods Ms. G (Genny)
Owner: Mary O’Day
BGCH Tyburn Woods I Get Ideas @ Concordia (Crosby)
Owners: Helen and Frank Conticchio
CH Tyburn Woods BellaLuz Miss AdoraBelle (Dora)
Owner: Marjorie Feiner
BellaLuz Kings Bay’s Hunter Springs (Hunter)
Owner: Janet Mulligan

Generations

Brace

Judge Nina Dee

CH Revolution Cry For Wounded Knee (Sioux)
Owner: Dionne Franklin
CH Revolution Trail of Tears (Cherokee)
Owner: Dionne Franklin

Best Puppy in
Sweepstakes

Kailani’s Mountain Flower Girl (Moki)
Owners: Barb and Tom Theisen

Not Pictured
SECOND BEST PUPPY IN
SWEEPSTAKES
BellaLuz Wearing Armani (Gere)
Owners: Pat and Tom DeLanzo
THIRD BEST PUPPY IN
SWEEPSTAKES
BellaLuz Kings Bay’s
Hunter Springs (Hunter)
Owner: Janet Mulligan

BEST VETERAN IN
SWEEPSTAKES
SGCH Elmico Dancing
Lolita Sarita (Lolita)
Owners: Dina and Steve Liner
THIRD BEST VETERAN IN
SWEEPSTAKES
CH Elmico Hula Dancer (Hula)
Owners: Mary and Lyle Cisney

Second Best Veteran
in Sweepstakes

CH MaJesDy
Deck the Halls (Holly)
Owners: Sharon and Clarence Martin
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National Specialty

Companion Best in Specialty Show

Companion Best of Breed
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Virginia Beach, Virginia

CompBGCH Kailani’s Mountain Mist (Misty)
Owners: Cindy and Steve Lanigan

CompGCH Black Birch Jivin’ to the Beat Roberto (Roberto)
Owners: Gloria and Dave Sharrar

Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4, 2018

Companion Best of Opposite Sex

Companion
Award of Merit

CompJrCH Dade Ezekiel
Champion of Cedarleaf (Zeke)
Owners: Deidre and Tom Cauble

Judge Nina Dee

CompCH Kailani’s Margaery of House Witty (Maggie)
Owner: Lonnie Steinberg Wittenberg

Companion
Award of Merit

CompJrCH Kailani Moon Dog
Sail the Seven Seas (Tippy)
Owners: Ruth and John Martin

Companion Best
Veteran in
Sweepstakes
CompGCH Black Birch
Jivin’ to the Beat
Roberto (Roberto)
Owners: Gloria and
Dave Sharrar
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Congratulations to all the Tyburn Woods Dogs
for Their Wins at our National Specialty!

MBIS, MBISS DGCH Hurricane Ridge’s Tyburn Woods Ms. G
(Genevieve)
National Specialty Best In Specialty Show
National Specialty Best Brood Bitch
National Specialty Best Generations
Friday Regional Specialty Best In Specialty Show
Thursday Regional Specialty Reserve Best In Specialty Show

MBISS BGCH Tyburn Woods I Get Ideas @ Concordia
(Crosby)

CH Tyburn Woods Precioso’s Juan Pequeno (Argo)

National Specialty Reserve Best In Specialty Show
National Specialty Best Stud Dog
National Specialty Best Generations
National Specialty Get of Best Brood Bitch

National Specialty Get of Best Brood Bitch

CH Tyburn Woods BellaLuz Miss AdoraBelle (Dora)

CH Ira Flupsie @ Tyburn Woods (Mimi)

National Specialty Award of Merit
National Specialty Best Generations
National Specialty Get of Best Stud Dog

Thursday Regional Specialty Best of Breed
Friday Regional Specialty Award of Merit

Mary O’Day • Tyburn Woods Havana Silk Dogs • www.tyburnwoodshavanasilkdogs.com
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